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Good afternoon everyone,

I am sincerely glad to be among you today. The issues that
you are about to discuss are not only important, but also
dear to me.

International Geneva does need the media. To be clear, I
am not talking about communications or promotion. I am
talking about journalism, about the work of independent
journalists. I am talking about eye-opening, balanced, in-
depth pieces, negative or positive, on what International
Geneva is, what it does and how it does it.




I know, it is easier to say than to do.
But it is so important.

Important, first of all, because International Geneva is
important.

Important because it has the daunting task of delivering a
more peaceful, just and sustainable world.

Important because it is expected to facilitate talks between
parties to armed conflicts, to alleviate the sufferings of war
victims, to improve the understanding on climate change, to
discover the mysteries of the universe, to prevent the next
pandemics, a.s.0... And all these questions concern every
human being on this planet.

I know of no other place with such a job description.

There is also a money issue. Every year, international
organizations receive and spend billions of dollars of public
money. It's only natural that taxpayers should want to
know what they've done with it.

People therefore need other people who can explain to them
what goes on in the international organizations. And these
other people must be external to the concerned
organizations, otherwise there will be a problem of trust.



I also think, especially these days, that journalists have a
role to play in bringing us nuanced accounts. When
situations are tense and polarized, it is good to give the
floor to those who can put things into perspective.

In short, as you can see, I consider the work of journalists
to be crucial for international Geneva. Consequently, I can
only hope that the image of international Geneva in the
media (since that's today's topic) is visible. Is it?

I wish you lively debates.



