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Background & Justification of the Conference

Background & Justification: The 1971 Genocide in Bangladesh perpetrated by the Pakistan military and their
local collaborators is one of the worst mass atrocities that the world witnessed in the 20" century. The Pakistani
occupation army in 9 months killed approximately 3 million people, violated over two hundred thousand women
and forced 10 million people to cross the border and take shelter in India. This number of people killed by the
Pakistani Army is the highest in such a short period

The 1971 Genocide by the Pakistan Army is well documented and reported in the international media and also in
the diplomatic correspondences during that period. The world media including The Telegraph, The Times, The
Sunday Times, The New York Times and several news agencies reported the massacre of the Bengalis by the
Pakistan Army. The story of the massacre of the fateful night of 25 March 1971 was highlighted in the international
news media. The Pakistan Army committed systematic and organized rape as a special weapon of war. Young girls
and women were abducted and repeatedly raped and gang-raped in special camps run by the Army near Army
barracks (Rounag Jahan, Genocide in Bangladesh). The Pakistani Army under a blue print systematically killed the
intellectuals and professionals of Bangladesh, apart from the mass killing.

Urgent need for UN Resolution: Without further delay, there needs to be an UN-sponsored Resolution
condemnation against the Pakistanis. Then perpetrators must be brought to justice. The new generation must know
what treatment was meted out to Bangladeshi people who deserve to enjoy equal human rights. Unfortunately,
Bangladesh GENOCIDE has today become a forgotten chapter in the history and we know the common phrase,
‘Justice delayed, justice denied’. Lack of international recognition of the 1971 GENOCIDE: Due to lack of
international recognition, the history of that horror, Genocide has become faded in the world context today. We feel
that the 1971 GENOCIDE should be recognised to give justice to the victims of the atrocities meted out by
the Pakistan Army and its political leadership and their local Bangladeshi collaborators.

The Program includes:

1. Discussion

2. Screening of the Documentary Film titled, ‘War Crimes 1971’

3. Demonstration in front of the Broken Chair, United Nations, Geneva, Switzerland



PROGRAM

Registration & Lunch (13:30-14:30)
1st Session (14:30-15:40)
Welcome address: Mr Bikash Chowdhury, President EBF, The Netherlands
Screening of Doc Film — “War Crimes 1971’
Chair- Dr. Mojibur Doftori, Senior Researcher, writer and human rights activist, Finland

Mr. Rob Vreeken, Journalist & Writer, Correspondent, De Volkskrant, Istanbul, Turkey- “'The G
Paradox”

Mr. Harry van Bommel, former MP, Socialist Party, The Netherlands — “'The time is right for
recognition’’

Mr. Brando Benifei, MEP (Member of the European Parliament) Brussels (via on-line)

Mr. Sardar Shaukat Ali Kashmiri, Chairman, United Kashmir People's National Party, Switzerland

2" Session (15:40-16:40)-Geneva Time

Ms. Debarati Guha, Director, Programs for Asia | Programming, Deutsche Welle (DW), Germany-
"Genocide and Mass Violence in Asia, some examples’

Mr. Asief Munier, Member of 1971 Genocide Family, Bangladesh- 71971 Bangladesh Genocide-A
Forgotten Issue’’

Ms. Rushanara Ali, MP (Member of Parliament), Labour Party, UK (via on-line)

Prof Dr. Anthonie Holslag, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VU Amsterdam), Netherlands- “’Genocide
different than Crimes Against Humanity or War Crime. The Case of Bangladesh’’

Chair- Dr. Mojibur Doftori, Senior Researcher, writer and human rights activist, Finland

Q & A Session (16:40-17:00)-Geneva Time
Way Forward: Ansar Ahmed Ullah, President, EBF UK

Thanks: Mr Khalilur Rahman, President, Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh, Geneva



SPEAKERS PROFILE

Mr. Brando Benifei (MEP, PD-S&D, Italy): is a European Federalist from La Spezia (ltaly), one of the youngest
MEPs and the Head of Delegation of the Italian Democratic Party at the European Parliament.
He is a member of three committees: Employment and Social Affairs, Internal Market and
Consumer Protection, Constitutional Affairs. In the past term he was co-chair of the Youth
Intergroup and vice-chair of the Disability Intergroup. He was responsible for key legislative and
non-legislative reports on the social inclusion and integration of refugees into the EU labour
market and on youth employment policy, such as the Youth Guarantee, the Youth Employment
Initiative and the Erasmus Social Fund.

Ms. Rushanara Ali, MP: is the British Member of the Parliament from the Labour Party for Bethnal Green and Bow since
2010. Born on 14 March 1975Ms Ali served as a Shadow minister for International Development
from 2010 to 2013, and the Shadow minister for Further Education from 2013 to 2014. In September
2014, Ali resigned from the opposition front bench to abstain on a motion permitting military action
in Irag. Ali was born in Bishwanath, Sylhet, Bangladesh. With her family, Ali emigrated to the East
End of London at the age of 7, where she attended Mulberry School for Girls and Tower Hamlets
College. She grew up in Tower Hamlets. The first in her family to go to university, Ms Ali studied
Philosophy, Politics and Economics at St John's College, Oxford. In April 2007, she was chosen as
the Labour Party's prospective Parliamentary candidate for Bethnal Green and Bow. In May 2010, she
was elected as a Member of Parliament with a majority of 11,574 votes. Ms Ali is the first person of
Bangladeshi origin to have been elected to the House of Commons, and became one of the United Kingdom's first female
Muslim MPs. In June 2017, in the general election, she retained her seat with an increased majority of 35,393.

Mr. Harry van Bommel: is a Dutch politician and human rights activist. He was a member of the Dutch Parliament (House
of Representatives) from 1998 to 2017. He focused on matters of foreign policy and the European Union.
He showed great interest in Bangladesh on a meeting at the Dutch Parliament on the trial of 1971 war
criminals and minority rights issues in Bangladesh. Mr. Van Bommel is still active on human rights issues
related to Uyghurs, Tibetans and Ahmadis. He advises governments on matters concerning recognition,
development and conflict prevention. He also provides training to activists and politicians in young
democracies and acts as international election observer for the OSCE.

Dr. Anthonie Holslag: is teacher at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VU Amsterdam). He obtained degree of
Anthropology and Genocide Studies, where he focusses on the core mechanism that leads to the
Genocide, and all its complexities. The field of expertise of Dr. Anthonie Holslag lies in State
radicalization, the preconditions of Genocide, tribalism and identity politics and the underlining
cultural mechanisms behind Genocide. Dr. Holslag has written several articles and books,
emphasizing that Genocide is not just aimed of obliterating the perceived ‘Other’, but to purify the

4 other in its totality: destroying, culture heritage, language, churches or mosques and other identity
indicators. Due to his academic background, he has given lectures about this topic in numerous years, countries and at
different universities. Due to his broad work experience in education, Dr Anthonie is not only an anthropologist but well
informed and read in educational science. He has coached professionals, professors and new teachers in the last 15 years to
receive their teaching degrees. He lectured this different Universities of Applied Sciences and Academic universities. He also
worked as an advisor for the European Parliament Taskforce: Intercultural and Religious Dialogue Unit about radicalization
and extremism. At this moment he works as a supervisor and coordinator at the VU where he supervises students during their
Master research and thesis.




Ms. Debarati Guha: is the Director, Programs for Asia | Programming of Deutsche Welle (DW) Germany. She was born in
Kolkata, though her parents originated from Bangladesh. Coming from a family of freedom fighters,
historians and advocates, she developed her fighting spirit and interest in politics from an early age.
She completed her Masters and M.Phil. in Political Science from Jawaharlal Nehru University and
wrote her thesis on ‘Representation of Women in Postcolonial literature: Exploring the Subaltern
Studies Perspective’. Till today she looks forward to every opportunity she has, to tell exciting stories
of women’s lives and challenges. Debarati Guha worked as an assistant to the Asia correspondent of
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung in New Delhi from 2003 to mid-2005. Later she completed a
training program in online, radio and television journalism at DW and joined the Bengali department
as a senior editor in 2007. After successfully working as the coordinating editor for Bengali, Hindi and Urdu from 2009 to
2012, Debarati was appointed to head DW’s Bengali Service in 2013. Later in 2015, Debarati was given the responsibility to
run DW’s South and South-East-Asian Services. Debarati Guha was promoted as Head of DW’s Asia Department in 2018
and in 2021, she was given the charge of three additional offices in Asia, namely in Taipei, Delhi and Jakarta as the Director
of Programs for Asia. Debarati presently oversee it’s nine Asian languages plus it’s German and English desks. Beside
journalism, Debarati works as a researcher and performer with the Berlin-based theater company Flinnworks. She has been
living in Germany since 2005.

Mr. Rob Vreeken: is currently working as the Correspondent of the Dutch daily newspaper, De Volkskrant in Istanbul,
Turkey for last one year and a half. He has been a Foreign Desk Reporter of this prestigious daily
newspaper since 1988. In 2006 he wrote and published a book about the Indian megacity, ‘City of
Dreams’ Mumbai, titled ‘Bombay Hyperstad’ and another book about women in the Islamic world, titled
‘Baas in Eigen Boerka’ was published in 2010. ‘Baas in Eigen Boerka’ is a realistic, but also optimistic
book, in which journalist Rob Vreeken shows that behind the personal, sometimes horrifying stories,

lies a world of faith, hope and change. Bangladesh was one of the countries Rob visited for his book
‘Baas in Eigen Boerka’. He received the European Journalist Award for Excellence in Journalism for his
reports on Muslim women.

Mr. Asif Munier: is the son of martyred intellectual, senior teacher of the Dhaka University, Professor Munier
" i'ﬁ \ ﬂ;: ¥ .l Chowdhury. Professor Chowdhury, a leading writer and dramatist of Bangladesh was abducted and
_— . ~|brutally killed by local collaborators linked to Jamat e Islami that assisted the occupying Pakistan
Army, only two days before the surrender of Pakistan Army and the victory of Bangladesh. Asif is a
development professional, theatre activist, rights activist and an activist for ensuring a secular
Bangladesh. He did his MA from University of Dhaka (1992) and Institute of Development Studies,
University of Sussex, UK (2012). He has nearly 25 years of work experience with national-international
NGOs, through international NGOs and UN agencies in Bangladesh. Since 2016 he has been working
as a freelance consultant for project development and assessment on human mobility to and from Bangladesh. He is a
member of the Executive Committee of Secular Forum, a platform working for a secular Bangladesh.

Mr. Sardar Shaukat Ali Kashmiri: is the exiled Chairman of United Kashmir Peoples National Party (UKPNP), now

> - living in Switzerland since April 1999. Since 2002, he is Secretary General of International Kashmir
Alliance (IKA), which is comprised of secular political parties struggling for the independence of
Kashmir, Gilgit & Baltistan. He did B.Sc. in 1980 and then Bachelor of Laws in 1982 and Master of
Islamiat in 1985 from Karachi University, Pakistan. During student career at Karachi, he struggled for
the educational and democratic rights of the students and organised many demonstrations and strikes
in order to put administration’s attention on the matters. He was several times in jail in Pakistan and
Pakistani occupied Kashmir. Amnesty International declared him a prisoner of conscience when he
was abducted by ISl in 1994 and 1998.




Dr. Mojibur Doftori: in his 20+ years of professional career, worked at academic research institutes i.e. University of
Helsinki and University of Tampere (Finland); University of Roskilde (Denmark); PEN Finland
(board member & chair, Writers at Risk Committee & Writers for Peace Committee); Humanist
Association of Finland (board member); PEN International (London, United Kingdom, Researcher);
Peace Union of Finland (project officer) and Writer (Massive Career Success: How to Create the Life
of Your Dreams! published by Powerhouse Publications, Oxford, UK in September 2019) and Public
Speaker. He served as a researcher of PEN International Secretariat in London in 2018 giving expert
support to its research work on Asia-Pacific case-list, its Asian civil society program and protection
work with International Cities of Refuge Network (ICORN).

Khalilur Rahman Mamun: is the President of the International Human Rights Commission Bangladesh, Switzerland. A
i B N ¢ journalist & human rights defender, Khalilur Rahman is also the President of the International forum

Y for Secular Bangladesh, Geneva, Switzerland and Country Coordinator of the international Diaspora
organization BASUG, European Coordinator of ISABELA Foundation. He is also a successful
entrepreneur and runs business in Geneva.

Mr Ansar Ahmed Ullah: is the co-President of EBF and a community leader who has lived and worked in the UK since late
1970s. He has worked as a youth, social and community worker and has been an active anti-racist
campaigner. Ansar has worked in local government, social services and in regeneration department in
London in conjunction with various communities, engaging in consultation processes, gaining
experience within deprived areas. Country coordinator of BASUG UK, Ansar Ahmed Ullah has
organised a number of workshops and seminars for BASUG on Migration and Development,
Remittances and Democracy in Bangladesh and Nepal. He also maintains BASUG’s contacts with the
British mainstream politicians and British Euro parliamentarians.

Mr Bikash Chowdhury Barua: is the co-President of EBF and founding Chair of BASUG- Diaspora and Development
(www.bhasug.eu), a diaspora organisation registered in the Netherlands, Germany and Bangladesh. He did
Bachelor of Arts with Honours (BA Honours) and Masters of Arts (MA) in English literature and
language from the University of Chittagong. He started his career as a journalist and worked with
Bangladesh Times, Press Institute of Bangladesh in Dhaka, Daily Life, Inter Press Service (IPS) in

_ Amsterdam and later worked with Novib (now Oxfam-Novib) and Swiss organisation HEKS in early 90s
I as Consultant on Bangladesh. He also worked with the Royal Mail Netherlands as head of the Office of

Exchange department for 18 consecutive years. Mr. Chowdhury has extensive expertise on migration and

development issues and is a member of the International Steering Committee of the Global Forum on Migration and
Development (GFMD) Civil Society. He is also one of the founding Directors of the Global Academy on Migration and
Development (GAMD https://www.globalacademymnd.org/). He is author of three books and writes a regular weekly
column in a daily newspaper in Bangladesh. Two books are awaiting publication in February 2022 from Bangladesh.



http://www.basug.eu/
https://www.globalacademymnd.org/

THE REPORT

Speakers at the international conference in Geneva said that ‘the time is right for recognition of Bangladesh
Genocide committed by Pakistan in 1971°. They said, it is of great importance and an absolute necessity to honour
the victims of Genocide and their descendants through recognition. Recognition also implies that we are able to
define which party committed the crime. Unfortunately, Bangladesh GENOCIDE has today become a forgotten
chapter in the history and we know the common phrase, ‘Justice delayed, justice denied’.

They were speaking at the international conference on ‘Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide’ at the Geneva
Press Club, Switzerland on 30 September 2021. Organized by the Europe-based Diaspora organisation, European
Bangladesh Forum (EBF) in collaboration with Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh, the
conference was addressed by the Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Brando Benifei, Member of the British
Parliament Ms. Rushanara Ali, former Member of the Dutch Parliament Harry van Bommel, Director Programs for
Asia, Programming of Deutsche Welle (DW) Germany Debarati Guha, Professor of Amsterdam Vrije University
Dr. Anthonie Holslag, Dutch journalist of de Volkskrant (based in Istanbul, Turkey) Rob Vreeken, Mr. Sardar
Shauikat Ali Kashmiri, Chairman of the United Kashmir People’s Nationalist Partu, Switzerland and member of
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the Genocide victim family Asif Munir from Bangladesh. The conference was also addressed by President of EBF
UK Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Director of Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh Rahman Khalilur Mamun
and EBF Netherlands President Bikash Chowdhury while Dr. Mojibur Doftori, a writer and senior researcher from
Finland presided over the conference.

PARTICIPANTS: A total of 73 participants took part in the Conference, while over 60 participants took part in the
demonstration. At least 3 were not allowed to join the conference as they failed to produce Corona app or
certificate to the Geneva Press Club authority. Two employees of the Press Club were assigned to control the
corona certificates at the entrance of the hall.



A Documentary film titled, “War Crimes 1971 was screened at the start of the conference. Earlier, in the morning
a demonstration was organized in front of the Broken Chair at the UN building, Geneva where members of the
Bangladeshi diaspora, European politicians, academics, researchers and human rights activists took part. Both the
demonstration and the conference were live telecast by the national television channels from Bangladesh and the
London-based British Bangla News channel.
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It may be recalled that in 1971 Pakistan military and their local collaborators committed one of the worst mass
atrocities that the world witnessed in the 20" century. The Pakistani occupation army in 9 months killed



approximately 3 million people, violated over two hundred thousand girls and women and forced 10 million people
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to cross the border and take shelter in India. This number of people killed by the Pakistani Army is the highest in
the world in such a short period of time. The 1971 Genocide by the Pakistan Army is well documented and reported
in the international media and also in the diplomatic correspondences during that period.

In his video message Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Mr. Brando Benefei expressed his total support
to the Bengali community which is organising through this event a debate and reflection about human rights and
freedom. He said, ‘EBF which is organising this conference during the 48" Human Rights Council Session of the
UN is crucial as it helps to raise awareness among the European citizens. He thanked the organizers for their
continued efforts in this regard and said, ‘we need to learn from history, we need to understand the mistakes made
in the past, in order to build a better world for our next generation, in Europe, all over the world including
Bangladesh. Your action goes exactly in this direction and | want to reiterate that | want to support you. Today we
face social injustice all over the world and as politician and human being we cannot remain silent.

British Member of the Parliament Rushanara Ali in her speech said that her family was affected during the liberation
war in Bangladesh and she has a spiritual connection with the liberation war. She strongly criticized the sexual
abuse and rape of women during the liberation war and demanded strict action against it. She called upon all political



parties in Bangladesh to work together for the trial of war criminals and for international recognition of the genocide.
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Former Member of the Dutch Parliament Harry van Bommel said, ‘the 26th of March, the date of the launch of
Operation Searchlight in 1971, would be a relevant date for future advocacy activities. | am offering my help in
this respect. Let us work together with the diaspora in the Netherlands to have the Bangladesh Genocide
recognized by the Dutch Parliament and hopefully later by the Dutch government. The least we can do is to make
sure that Dutch politicians are aware of the historical facts’.

‘The denial of the Bangladesh genocide is not unique, not even surprising. There are many other convincing
examples of genocide and mass atrocities that are subject to public debate; both historical, political and legal debate,
he said, adding, ‘I don’t need to mention the Armenian genocide of 1915 or the crimes in recent years committed
against Yezidis and Uyghurs. The important difference with the 1971 Bangladesh genocide is the fact that for
various reasons this genocide has largely slipped out of public awareness.’
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In her paper titled, 'Genocide' in Asia: Lessons from Bangladesh, China and Myanmar® Debarati Guha, Director,
Programs for Asia, Programming of Deutsche Welle said, in the early 1970s, approximately three million people
were killed in present-day Bangladesh by the Pakistani army. The systematic annihilation of the Bengali people by
the Pakistan Army during the Bangladesh Liberation War also targeted Hindu men, academics, and professionals.
The Pakistani military also reportedly raped and enslaved at least 400,000 women. Eventually, the Pakistani military
surrendered to the Indian forces, thus ending the "genocide" on December 16, 1971. But the question about the
Pakistani military's ‘intention’ to exterminate a group of people, or a large number of people for racial, ethnic or
religious reasons, remains unanswered. Can we determine the ‘intention of the Pakistani forces so that their
atrocities be dubbed "’Genocide"? Will the ICJ recognize it, she questioned.

DEMONSTRATION

EBF organized a Demonstration in front of the Broken Chair at the Geneva UN building on 30 September from 9-
6 p.m. local time. Banners and posters were with photos of 1971 atrocities committed by the Pakistan army in
Bangladesh were on display for two days (29-30 September). The square in front of the Broken Chair was packed
with viewers and passers-by who showed much interests in the exhibition of the photos and banners with different
slogans and demands. Visitors were seen taking pictures and making videos of the demonstrations when the
participants were speaking on the 1971 Genocide. The demonstration on 30" September was Live telecast by two
tv channels- one by the Bangladesh-based leading TV channel, Somoy channel and another was the London-based
British-Bangla News channel.
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Over 60 participants took part in the demonstration. It was addressed, among others, by the community leaders and
Bangladeshi Diaspora members from the UK, Germany, Belgium, Finland, Netherlands, France and Switzerland.
Those who spoke during the demonstration among others were: Prof Losanesonkuof Congo University, Switzerland
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Bangladesh community leader Nazrul Islam Zamader, freedom fighter Umesh Das, General Secretary of
Switzerland Secular Forum Palash Barua, President of Switzerland Awami Lague Tajul Islam and General Secretary
Shyamal Khan, Director of Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh Khalilur Rahman, President of
Bangabandhu International Foundation Golam Morshed, President of Bangladesh Minority Council Arun Barua,
exiled blogger from Bangladesh Omi .

Rahman  Pyal,  President  of T,

Bangladesh Hindu Bouddha Christian
Unity Council Amarendra Roy,
Belgium Awami League President
Shahidul Haq, Convener of Global
Solidarity for Peace Belgium M M |
Murshed, Belgium AL Vice President #
Magsudur  Rahman Himu and %3
Oroganising Secretary Kashem Rasel, .
advisor of Switzerland Secular Forum
Hasan Imam Khan and Switzerland
Correspondent of C-Plus TV channel
of Bangladesh Sasim Gouricharan.
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The Demonstration in front of the Broken Chair at the UN building in Geneva on 30 September 2021 can be seen
at the following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPCcW_7ZY6U It was broadcast LIVE by the London-
based TV channel, British Bangla News and national TV channel from Dhaka, Somoy TV.
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1971 Genocide At A Glance (by Asif Munir)

\ 3 million: Estimated number of Bengalis killed during the liberation war
\ 100,000 — 200,000: Number of Bengalis killed in ‘Operation Searchlight’

\ 10,000: Number of Bengalis, mostly of Hindu community, killed around the largest killing field in
Chuknagar, Khulna district

\ 20,000 — 25,000: Number of people killed and buried at Jalladkhana in Dhaka, one of the largest killing
field in the country

) 200,000 - 400,000: Number of Bengali women raped by the Pakistani army and its collaborators during the
course of the war

) 5000: Number of war babies born and mostly adopted by Christian missionaries around the world
10 million: Number of Bengali refugees who fled to India
30 - 40 million: Number of Bengalis internally displaced
) 1,000: Approximate number of Bengali intellectuals and professional killed by Pakistani army and
collaborators to create an intellectual vacuum for the future. Out of that, more than 200 intellectuals abducted,

tortured and Killed in the 2 weeks of December, based on a hit list of Pakistan army general

\ 80,000: Number of troops of the Pakistan Army involved in the Genocide, equipped with heavy artillery,
arms and ammunition

\ 75,000: Approximate number of the members of the different para-military forces involved in the genocide,
formed with local Bengali collaborators of the Pakistan Army

) 175,000: Number of liberation fighters with limited arms and ammunition, a combination of troops loyal
to the then East Pakistan (Bangladesh) and guerrilla forces

) 250,000: Number of Indian troops who joined to support Bangladesh in November 1971
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CONFERENCE

The conference started with the welcome speech given by the Executive Director of the Geneva Press Club Mr.
Pierre Ruetschi.

Mr. Bikash Chowdhury, President, EBF Netherlands welcomed all to this international conference at the Geneva
Press Club and said, ‘today’s discussion will be on an issue which is very close to our heart. It is an issue which
still remains unresolved, unattended, unnoticed and sadly ignored by the international community. That is the
reason, he added, we the Bangladeshi diaspora in Europe, are gathered here to draw the attention of the international
community, to one of the worst atrocities the world witnessed in the 20th century. In 1971 Genocide in Bangladesh,
the Pakistani occupation army and its local collaborators in 9 months killed 3 million people, violated over 200.000
glrls and women and forced 10 million people to cross the border and take shelter in India.

He added, the 1971 Genocide
committed by Pak Army is well
documented and reported in the
international media and also in the
diplomatic correspondences
during that period. Unfortunately,
50 years after this atrocities, world
has totally remained silent to this
issue. Due to lack of international
recognition, the history of that
horror, the 1971 Genocide has
become faded in the world context
today. (Photo: Executive Director
of Geneva Press Club Mr. Pierre

= i Ruetschi is seen talking to EBF
Ieaders Mr Bikash Chowdhury and Mr Ansar Ahmed Ullah) We feel that the 1971 GENOCIDE should be
recognised internationally to give justice to the victims of the atrocities meted out by the Pakistan Army and its
political leadership, as well as their local collaborators.

Mr Chowdhury thanked the speakers and participants including the honourable Member of the Parliament, Mr.
Brando Benifei and British Parliamentarian, Ms. Rushanara Ali. Then he invited the participants to watch the
Documentary film, titled ‘War Crimes 1971°.

1% session: After the screening of the Documentary film (War Crimes 1971) the first session started with Dr.
Mojibur Doftori in the chair. The speakers in the first session were: Mr. Rob Vreeken, Journalist & Writer,
Correspondent, De Volkskrant, Istanbul, Turkey, Mr. Brando Benifei, MEP (Member of the European Parliament)
Brussels (via on-line), Mr. Harry van Bommel, former MP, Socialist Party, the Netherlands, Mr. Sardar Shaukat
Ali Kashmiri, Chairman, United Kashmir People's National Party, Switzerland.

2" Session: The 2™ session which was also chaired by Dr. Mojibur Doftori was addressed by Ms. Debarati Guha,
Director, Programs for Asia | Programming, Deutsche Welle (DW), Germany, Mr. Asief Munier, Member of 1971
Genocide Family, Ms. Rushanara Ali, MP, Member of British Parliament, Labour Party (via on-line) and Prof Dr.
Anthonie Holslag, Amsterdam University, Netherlands. Mr. Ansar Ahmed Ullah, President, EBF UK chaired the
last session, Way Forward while Mr. Khalilur Rahman, Director, Switzerland Human Rights Commission
Bangladesh gave vote of thanks.
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Mr. Brando Benifei , Member of the European Parliament (MEP) in a video message thanked the
organisers for the invitation in this conference in Geneva organized during the 48th human
rights council session of the UN. He said, unfortunately, | am not able to attend this event
since | will be in Italy for an institution commitment, but I am happy anyway to sent you a
message recording from the European parliament in Strasbourg during an important plenary
Session of the parliament. Let me express my full closeness to the Bengali community in
Europe which through this event organized an important moment of debate and reflection
about human rights and freedom.

Mr. Brando Benifei said, Europe since many years enjoys a large presence of your community in several countries.
The members of this community represent virtual examples of social integration and enriching our cultural heritage
in our society. As European Bangladesh Forum the work you did in these years and you are doing right now is
crucial since it helps to raise awareness among European citizen and not all, about the project of a democratic
society based on a rule of law, human rights and the refusion of all types of discrimination, and | want to thank you
for this effort and for your continuing determination.

We need to learn from history, we need to understand the mistakes made in the past in order to build a better future
for our next generations in Europe but all over the world including in Bangladesh, and in this regard | think that
your action exactly goes in this direction and | want to reiterate that | support you.

Every day we
face social

injustices  all
over the world
and as

politicians and
human beings
we cannot
remain silent,
a lot of work
remains to be
done to ensure
a full role of
woman in the
society to
guarantee the
freedom of
people to live
in the place
they were born
without
persecutions
or

discrimination. It will allow everyone to freely express their ideas. | want to tell you that the European Union stands
with social justice and with your important commitment. The European parliament needs to continue following
talking with you and following up on the common battles. | want to give you a final greeting from the European
parliament where 1 am now. And | hope you can have a great debate and conference, and | am ready to continue
our work together thank you very much.
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Mr. Rob Vreeken, Journalist & Writer, Correspondent, De Volkskrant, Istanbul, Turkey said, | must honestly
say that | had hardly, if at all, realized that a genocide had taken place in Bangladesh, until I visited
the country in 2008 as a reporter for de VVolkskrant newspaper. Of course, | knew that there had
been a struggle for independence, that the armies of India and Pakistan were involved, and that
George Harrison had given a concert for Bangladesh. That was about it.

Until 2008. | went to Bangladesh to write about women's rights and gender issues, and I couldn't
help but face what had happened in 1971. If only because the ‘Rape of Bangladesh’, as
writer/author Anthony Mascarenhas — | think his name is down here - has put it, the "Rape of Bangladesh™ turned
out to be an important part of the Bangladeshi women's agenda and the collective memory of the vibrant women's
movement.
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I met the artist Ferdousi Priyabhashini — you just saw her briefly in the film, one of the victims of the Rape of
Bangladesh. ‘The dark night they took me,’ she called the day in March ‘71 when it all began for her. She worked
in a jute factory in Khulna, as the only woman, she was 23 years old. The factory owners invited Pakistani officers
to abuse her. For eight months, she was picked up by soldiers almost daily, to be raped. Escape was not an option.
She got pregnant, had an abortion.

The liberation in December 71 was not liberating for Ferdousi. ‘Society rejected me,” she said, a fate she shared
with thousands of women. | quote ‘Nobody wanted to have anything to do with me, I was a bad woman. Even
uncles and aunts rejected me. | had maintained them for nine months with my work, but there was no understanding.
As for me, I have never felt guilty’, she said. ‘I could choose: to give in to their lusts or die. | chose life and that is
not a crime.’

In the first decades after 1971, as | understood from Ferdousi and other women | met, the Rape of Bangladesh had
not received the attention it deserved. Bangladesh was no exception in this regard. Rape as a weapon of war and
genocide did not gain international recognition until the 1990s, in the tribunals for Rwanda and Yugoslavia.

In the same nineties, Ferdousi Priyabhashini became the first woman in Bangladesh to publish her story as
Birangona, a word that - if I'm not mistaken - refers to female victims of the war as well as female resistance fighters.
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She was an assistant to historian Hameeda Hossein. Hameeda asked her: Can you find me a victim of the rapes of
19717 She replied, "Yes. | am such a victim.”

In 2008, when I met her in Dhaka, Ferdousi was a well-known artist. She told her story in the garden of her studio,
0
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which was full of sculptures made of stums, branches and waste wood. '‘Branches and twigs', was the title of the
latest exhibition. Her war experiences were the source of all her work. In 2010 she received the Independence Day
Award from the Government of Bangladesh. She passed away in 2018.

From the 'Branches and Twigs' of this remarkable woman | want to jump to a bigger question: could what happened
to Ferdousi have been prevented? Could the rape of hundreds of thousands of other women have been prevented?

And the biggest question: could the genocide of Bangladesh have been prevented? I'm not going to answer that
question this afternoon, for the simple reason that I do not know the answer. But it is important - and | don't need
to explain that to those present here, of course — it is important to think about it.

First of all, when we think of 'prevention’, we quickly think of intervention from the outside, from the international
community. The ‘Responsibility to Protect’ comes into mind, a global commitment introduced by UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan and endorsed by all member states of the United Nations at the 2005 World Summit.

We are thinking of a force that positions itself between the warring parties or surrounds the threatened minority to
protect it. It is a principle that can cause shame here in The Hague, because a battalion of Dutch soldiers stood on
the sidelines without acting when eight thousand Bosnian Muslims were massacred in Srebrenica in July 1995.

Just as the whole world did not act when 800,000 Tutsis were murdered in Rwanda, the year before.
Could these dramas have been prevented by intervening?

I think the key concept here is political will. Preventing genocide through armed intervention costs money, blood,
sweat and tears. Soldiers may die. Governments are only willing to do so if they are compelled, or at least enabled,
by public opinion. When the people at home — TV viewers, watchers, voters — are shocked and outraged by
television images of atrocities. If that sentiment is also shared by the political class.

But then those atrocities have to be committed first. It is very difficult to generate the political will and public
opinion to intervene in a possible genocide. The political will to prevent genocide only arises once the genocide has
already taken place. | call this the G-paradox.

The same for Srebrenica. Afterwards, everyone in the Netherlands said the Dutch should have stopped the genocide.
But when it happened hardly anyone - except for some left wing loonies - said so, simply because people did not
realize it was about to happen.

And even when our, by then, Labour minister Jan Pronk came back from Bosnia, in July 1995, and - horrified - told
that a massacre was going on, a majority in Dutch parliament told him to keep his mouth shut, because it might
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obstruct the withdrawal of the Dutch battalion. One of those in parliament, by the way, later became Secretary

—

—

General of NATO, an organisation which could or at least should be instrumental in preventing genocides.
So that is the G-paradox.

Itis the same G as in the 'G-word' of course, the term to which a threshold function is often attributed: once genocide
occurs, the international community is supposed to stop it. This is a direct consequence of the Genocide Convention,
which states in Article 1 that, | quote 'The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide is a crime under international
law which they undertake to prevent and to punish'.

But again, if that promise is to have any meaning, the political will must be there. And that is all too often the
problem. For example, while the Tutsis were massacred in April ‘94, the Clinton administration ordered American
diplomats not to speak of ‘genocide’ - they could not use the word. After all, that could entail an obligation to
intervene.

And when the civil war in Darfur was already raging in early 2005, Kofi Annan sent an investigation team. The
world anxiously awaited the report: would it contain the G-word? If so, then the international community was
obliged to do something.

Everyone breathed a sigh of relief when "only" crimes against humanity were mentioned in the report. The
committee thought it was too early to speak of genocide. So: there was no need to intervene!

In that way, the G-word results in its opposite. Instead of an obligation, it creates an excuse.
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Of course, the word 'prevention’ can also be interpreted in a different, broader way than just military intervention at
the moment the genocide actually begins. The UN has had an Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility
to Protect —which is the name of the office - for the last 17 years. The two Special Advisers do a good and important
job. They prepare reports and make recommendations. These are often about early warning, a key concept. About
collecting information on massive human rights violations. About engaging the grassroots - civil society
organizations. The sooner, the better.

It is also
about FeiTe
countering
hate speech.
‘The past few |
years', | quote |
the May
report of the
Office states,
'have seen a
rapid and
alarming
increase in
hate speech’,
based on
ethnicity,
religion, race,
colour, descent, gender, sexual orientation or other identity factors' ends quote.

My own profession also has a responsibility here. The genocide in Rwanda began with the broadcasts of Radio
Milles Collines, in which the Tutsis were systematically referred to as "cockroaches".

But again, the political will to invest in such efforts depends on a sense of urgency. And unfortunately, that urgency
is often only felt when the drama is already unfolding before our eyes. So too late. The G-paradox also applies here.

That is why my little talk this afternoon threatens to end a bit pessimistic. Well, let's call it realistic. But of course,
as we speak, we can already do something to prevent the kind of crimes that Ferdousi Priyabhashini was the victim
of, from happening again: rape and sexual harassment of women. We, each of us, and especially the guys in the
hall, can say NO to toxic masculinity. And embrace feminism.

Mr. Harry van Bommel, former MP, Socialist Party, the Netherlands presenting his Paper titled, ’The
time is right for recognition’’ said, during the second World War the British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill described what Germany was doing in Europe as "a crime without a name."
After the war this crime was given a name: genocide.

The United Nations General Assembly passed the "Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide" in December 1948 and it came into effect in January
1951. The convention says that -and it was alredy referred to that" genocide, whether committed

& in time of peace or in time of war is a crime under international law" which the parties to the
convention "undertake to punish and prevent." It defines genocide as "acts committed with intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group."

Although there appears to be academic consensus that the events which took place during the Bangladesh Liberation
War should be seen as genocide, there still are some scholars who deny that this was the case. The facts however
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speak for themselves: The genocide began on the 26th of March in 1971 with the launch of Operation Searchlight
to suppress Bengali calls for self-determination. During the nine-month Bangladesh Liberation War the Pakistan
Armed Forces, supported by pro-Pakistani Islamist militias, killed between 200.000 and 300.000 people and raped
between 200.000 and 400.000 Bengali women in a systematic campaign of genocidal rape. Between 8 and 10
million people fled the country and up to 30 million civilians were internally displaced. These numbers have become
politicized over the years. There are — and already mentioned in the film - other estimates for the total numbers of
fatal casualties and women who were raped that are much higher — up to millions.

The denial of the Bangladesh genocide is not unique, it is not even surprising. There are many other convincing
examples of genocide and mass atrocities that are subject to public debate; both historical, political and legal debate.
I don’t need to mention the Armenian genocide of 1915 or the crimes in recent years committed against the Yezidis
and Uyghurs. The important difference with the 1971 Bangladesh genocide is the fact that for various reasons this
genocide has largely slipped out of public awareness. | therefore praise the European Bangladesh Forum — especially
the Dutch President who invited me - for organising this international conference on recognition of the 1971
Bangladesh genocide and would like to thank the organisation for inviting me. The time ladies and gentlemen, is
right for recognition.

Let us first agree on the
importance of recognition.
In my opinion it is of great
importance and indeed an
absolute  necessity  to
honour the victims of
genocide and their
descendants through
recognition.  Recognition
also implies that we are
able to define which party
committed the crime of
genocide. In some cases
this will lead to advocacy
efforts seeking reparations.
Finally recognition may

. A . : : contribute to the prevention
of genocide in the future. The monster called genomde is still out there and it could turn up unexpectedly at any
time and in any place. So prevention is still and most likely will always remain relevant.

As a Member of the Dutch Parliament, from 1998 until 2017, | have raised the issue of recognition of historical
events often. | debated several cases of genocide but also our own Dutch responsibility for slavery, the exploitation
of our colonies and the violent decolonization of Indonesia. Much time | devoted to raise political awareness of the
genocide against the Kurds of Iraqg in the mid eighties. | was supported in my efforts by many Kurds in the diaspora.
There was a remarkable link between the Netherlands and the regime of Saddam Hussein through a Dutch
businessman who delivered the agents for poison gas to the Iraqi dictator. This businessman was Frans van Anraat
and it took until 2009 to have him convicted to 16,5 years imprisonment for his complicity to war crimes.

As in many other cases, at the time it took place the international community did not qualify the atrocities as
genocide. It was March 1978 when Saddam Hussein began a campaign against the Kurds, which included poison
gas attacks and the displacement of thousands. Although the United States now calls the campaign genocide, it
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didn't at the time because officially there was not enough proof that Saddam Hussein was committing genocide
against the Kurds. Similar arguments were used in both Rwanda and Bosnia. It was said that there was not enough
information, or that what was going on did not fit the legal definition of genocide.

The Clinton administration, which was wary of intervention after the collapse of the U.S. mission/intervention in
Somalia, had a deliberate policy of avoiding use of the term genocide in references to Rwanda, even though 800,000
people were killed in the first 100 days of the civil war. These examples show the importance of an early recognition
of genocide.

o QO A

» M 031/4:10 Scroll for details o = ‘._m _J"L_

v

After my first visit to Iragi Kurdistan in 2008 | asked the Dutch government whether it qualified the campaign
against the Kurds as genocide and | was very much disappointed to get a negative answer. The Dutch position on
recognition of genocide became explicit and formal in the government coalition agreement of 2017-2021 — the
most recent one. In this document the following policy is stated — and | quote: "For the Dutch government, rulings
from international courts of justice or criminal courts, unambiguous conclusions from scientific research, and
findings by the UN, are leading in the recognition of genocides.” End of quote. This phrase was used in the context
of the Dutch debate on the Armenian genocide. In 2018 the Dutch House of Representatives formally recognized
the Armenian genocide, but the Dutch government until today refuses to take a stand on whether it was a genocide
and instead uses | quote the phrase "the Armenian genocide question." End of quote Obviously this position is taken
for political reasons, because of the good relations between the Netherlands and Turkey. February this year however
a large majority of the House supported a motion calling on the government to fully recognise the Armenian
genocide and dropping the phrase “Armenian genocide question.” | am quite sure that my fellow Dutchmen,
journalist and writer Rob Vreeken and scientist Dr. Anthonie Holslag, will elaborate on this issue in the second
session.

The 1971 Bangladesh genocide occurred at the time of the Cold War between East and West. Although the United
States of America and the international community were very much aware of the atrocities committed by the
Pakistan military against the Bengali people, president Nixon continued his support of the Pakistani regime and
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provided weapons to the Pakistan Armed Forces. Pakistan was seen as a close ally to the US and a gateway to open
diplomatic relations to China. At the same time the American president feared the closer relation of India with the
Soviet Union. This led the Princeton University professor Gary Bass to conclude that ‘Bangladesh’s experience
shows the primacy of international security over justice.” I fully support his conclusion.

The Armenian and Iragi examples show that it may take decades or more to get cases of genocide internationally
recognized. Today, more than 100 years since the Armenian genocide occurred, 29 countries recognize it as
genocide. US President Joseph Biden issued a press statement on April 24th this year to recognize the crimes
perpetrated against the Armenians as genocide and underscored his commitment to prevent future cases of genocide.
April 24th was not chosen at random; it is
, >y internationally respected as Armenian Genocide
"“r T Remembrance Day.
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The Armenian diaspora, both in the US and in the
Netherlands, play an important role in the public
and political debate about recognition. Every year,
on Genocide Remembrance Day, members of the
Armenian diaspora organize a demonstration in
front of the Dutch Parliament. They have an

ion8B: 681 oo L extremely effective lobby to Parliament. I would
e e ST 7 co b= like to advise the European Bangladesh Forum
to follow the Armenian example. Find your way
to the Parliaments in Europe, both in the member states of the EU and in Brussels. Raise awareness among
Members of Parliament about the 1971 genocide. The need for this is obvious; two months ago | tried to
invite Dutch MP’s for the conference today but none of them knew enough about the issue to be able to
participate in this discussion.

Obviously the 26" of March, the date of the launch of Operation Searchlight in 1971, would be a relevant date
for future advocacy activities. | am offering my help in this respect. Let us work together with the diaspora in the
Netherlands to have the Bangladesh genocide recognized by the Dutch Parliament and hopefully later by the
Dutch government. The least we can do is to make sure that Dutch politicians are aware of the historical facts.

July 2021 the Dutch Parliament adopted a resolution to recognize the genocide against the Yezidis. By doing so it
followed European Parliament, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the American House of
Representatives. The Dutch government declared that it would strive for international recognition of the genocide
against the Yezidis. This is an important step forward in Dutch policy related to genocide because the crimes against
Yezidis have not yet been recognized as genocide by the UN-security council or any international court.

Let us derive hope and maybe even optimism from these recent developments in the US and the Netherlands. Let
us work together internationally so that it will not take another 50 years to have the Bangladesh genocide
internationally recognized.

Dr. Mojibur Doftori: Thank you so much Mr.Harry van Bommel for you important notes particularly what
you mentioned is the genocide convention that under international law, genocide is a crime so it should be
implemented, the law is there but it is not implemented in the case of Bangladesh genocide.
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MI’ Sardar Shaukat Ali Kashmiri, exiled Chairman of the United Kashmir Peoples National Party

7 (UKPNP), Switzerland: You have watched a documentary of the genocide and listen to the
speeches. Those speeches actually graduate us, especially the research scholar Mr. Rob
Vreeken, who was the first speaker at this panel. He defined many things regarding genocide,
which actually educate and graduate those people who are struggling as human rights defender
for the rights of the people. Also, ex-MP from the Netherlands Harry van has suggested how to
project our issues through examples. And my gratitude to all those who are struggling for the
justice of those who are still waiting, in particular the Bangladesh people. In 1971 it was the bloodiest period for the
Bengali people, hundreds and thousands of people were killed, women were raped, intellectuals were Kkilled
deliberately and some targeted killings by the Pakistani army and its intelligence agencies. It is very sad. And if we
go through reports like BBC and the other ngws agencies, it is known to all that - and there is no doubt - it was a

genocide. But some of the countries, due to the cold war era policy and politics, have not yet recognized it. The
Bengali people are waiting for recognition.

The Bengali peoples struggle is a great inspiration for those who are still struggling for their freedom, struggling
for their identity and struggling for their protection of their language and culture which is under attack. Especially
those historical nations who are still under the occupation of Pakistan like Baloch and the Kashmiri. They are
being denied of their basic rights.

Today on behalf of the United Kashmiri Peoples National Party | extend solidarity and full support to the people of
Bangladesh. Bangladesh got freedom- this is a great inspiration not only for the people of Jammu Kashmir but for
all oppressed nations. People of former princely state of Jammu Kashmir celebrate the December 16" as the
day of liberation and defeat of a mighty power: “The Pakistani army.” We salute their struggle and pay
tribute to the 3 million people of Bangladesh who rendered their life against fighting the forces of genocide. Hate,
inhumane, evil and exploitations, the Kashmiri people always respected the unmatched struggle of Bengali people
as the moment of freedom and war of liberation from Pakistan. The state of Pakistan, it's security establishment
and the apologetic intellectuals class termed it as: “The fall of Dhaka”. | want to show solidarity and ask the world
community to take cognizance against those who are involved in the genocide of the Bengali people. | thank you
very much.
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2"d Session

Ms. Debrati Guha, Director, Programs for Asia | Programming of Deutsche Welle (DW) Germany: Thank
you, | am really grateful that Chairman Bikashda has invited me to discuss Genocide in
Bangladesh. And so that the Bangladesh genocide could be recognized as fast as possible. Now,
me being a Bengali or Bangalee by birth, for me it was basically even that this has I didn’t know
history otherwise. But slowly when | grew up | understood that it was not considered to be
Genocide,l had to understand the term genocide and so when Bikashda invited me may be the
discussion should not only be on Bangladesh but showing there are several examples of
genocide with quotes in Asia, and as | am now the director of deutsche Welle I thought why not
focus on something that. Well, I am not going to read the whole paper it will be to long but | will read out some
parts of it and of course | am open to questions.

The word "genocide™ reminds us of the horrors of the Holocaust. Rwanda was mentioned already among other
atrocities. However, the word is often loosely used to define persecution, hate crimes, and human rights
abuses. Crimes against humanity, thus, are not genocide. The dehumanization, extermination, and denial of crimes
that we have witnessed in the recent history in countries like Bangladesh, China and Myanmar — | would also add
Indonesia and Cambodia to it- also make it difficult to define "genocide."

Dehumanization is when one group denies the humanity of another group; extermination points to the action of
mass killings; and denial refers to the perpetrator's effort to disprove that the genocide ever occurred. So, what is
"genocide," and when is it right to use the term? - this is the question | asked myself when | was writing this piece.

A problematic term

The term "genocide" was first coined by Raphael Lemkin, | am sure you guys all know it, it is in 1944 i am not
going into too much detail but this happened when a Polish-Jewish lawyer, in 1944. Lemkin believed the term
"atrocity" was inadequate to describe the horrors of mass killings in Auschwitz. The scale and nature of the
Holocaust because it was unprecedented were unprecedented, and we heard this in the other paper before, that this
kind of thing, there was no word to define it and that’s why this new word came. It was only after the Nuremberg
trials that the United Nations defined the crime of genocide under international law in the Genocide Convention in
1948.

According to historian Boris Barth, "in Germany, as it is in international law, the term 'genocide’ is restricted to the
'intention’ and | again said, to the intention of killing or massacring a group of people, i.e., a large number of people
murdered for racial, ethnic, or religious reasons. As a rule, the perpetrator is the state, it could also be an individual
though, which has the declared intention to annihilate certain ethnic or religious groups. This is also defined, as |
was saying in the UN Convention." Political reasons are also deliberately excluded for historic reasons, for instance
the Cold War.

There lies a problem. To determine whether the genocide has occurred or not, there needs to be clarity on the term
"intention. And this is where | find it very problematic" But how can one possibly attribute intention to the state
unless there is some kind of documentation? According to the United Nations office on Genocide Prevention and
the Responsibility to Protect, the determination as to whether a situation constitutes genocide is factually and legally
complex. It should only be used after a careful and detailed examination of the facts against relevant legislation. It
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is important to establish "the state responsibility or individual criminal responsibility for the crime of genocide and
must be done by a competent international or national court of law."

According to Article 1X of the Genocide Convention, disputes related to its interpretation, application, and
fulfillment, including state responsibility, should be addressed to the International Court of Justice (ICJ). Regarding
individual criminal responsibility, Article VI determines that persons charged with genocide shall be tried by a
competent national court in the territory where the act was committed or by a competent international penal tribunal
whose jurisdiction is accepted by the State Parties.

According to Barth, "Interestingly, the definition of 'genocide’ is different in the United States or Australia. There
you don’t even need to kill people to term something genocide. In these countries, the term is used more broadly.
There, it is even applied to events where no one is killed. For example, there was a great debate in Australia when
Aboriginal children were taken away from their mothers. And that was also called genocide No one was killed. This
was undoubtedly a racist crime and, in Australian English, genocide." It is important to note that Barth is not
referring to the legal definition of "genocide" here, but its media usage.

However, from German and legal perspectives, if we take the Genocide Convention into account, this is a
problematic use of the term "genocide." If every atrocity is deemed genocide, how would one differentiate other
crimes? In this backdrop, let us try to examine what happened in Bangladesh | am not going into detail because a
lot of speakers have mentioned in 1971, the Uyghur plight in China, or the atrocities against the Rohingya in
Myanmar.

Bangladesh

In the early 1970s, approximately three million people were killed in present-day Bangladesh by the Pakistani army.
The systematic annihilation of the Bengali people by the Pakistan Army during the Bangladesh Liberation War also
targeted Hindu men, academics, and professionals. The Pakistani military also reportedly raped and enslaved at
least 400,000 women. In his book by Nitin Pai it is called "The 1971 East Pakistan Genocide — A Realist
Perspective," author
Nitin Pai suggests that
the Pakistani army

strategized the
"genocide" into three
phases in 71

throughout 1971.

One was often told
today "Operation
Searchlight”, was the
first phase, which took
place from late March to
early May in 1971. It
began with a massive
murder campaign on the
night of March 25. The
indiscriminate use of
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heavy artillery in urban areas, particularly in Dhaka, killed many people, including Hindu students at the University
of Dhaka.

"Search and Destroy" was the second phase, in which the Pakistani forces methodically slaughtered villagers from
May to October. It was the longest phase because Bengali forces had mobilized and started to fight back. Rebel
Bengali forces "used superior knowledge of the local terrain to deny the army a chance to dominate the countryside."
This was also the phase in which the Pakistan army targeted women to rape, abduct, and enslave.

Searched or "Scorched Earth" was the third phase that began in early December. The Pakistani military killed 1,000
intellectuals and professionals, such as doctors, lawyers, and engineers in Dhaka.

Eventually, the Pakistani military surrendered to the Indian forces, thus ending the "genocide™ on December 16,
1971. But the question about the Pakistani military's "intention" to exterminate a group of people, or a large number
of people for racial, ethnic or religious reasons, remains even now, till today unanswered. Can we determine the

"intention" of the Pakistani forces so that their atrocities be dubbed "genocide"? Will the ICJ recognize it?
China

In china we also saw that. The term "Uyghur genocide" refers to a series of human rights violations committed by
the Chinese government against Uyghurs and other ethnic and religious minorities in Xinjiang. Since 2014, the
Chinese government, led by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), has pursued a policy in which it is estimated that
more than there was 1 million Muslims (most of them Uyghurs) have been detained without trial in internment
camps — the largest detention of ethnic and religious minorities since World War II. Thousands of mosques have
been destroyed or damaged in the region, and hundreds of thousands of children have forcibly been separated from
their parents. Government actions involved arbitrary detention of Uyghurs in state-sponsored internment camps,
forced labor, suppression of the Uyghur's religious practices, political indoctrination, severe abuse, forced
sterilization, forced contraception, and forced abortion. However, these atrocities have not been officially labeled
"genocide" because there is no evidence of "intent."

Recently, however, a bipartisan US Congressional commission report found that China may have committed
genocide | repeat, may have they said, against Uyghur Muslims and other ethnic minorities in its northwestern
region of Xinjiang. The report saying states, "Disturbing new evidence has emerged of a systematic and widespread
policy of forced sterilization and birth suppression of Uighurs and other minorities." "These trends indicate that the
Chinese government is intentionally working to destroy the families of Uyghurs and other minorities, their culture,
and their religious affiliation. All of this should be taken into account when determining whether the Chinese
government is responsible for committing atrocities, including genocide against Uighurs, Kazakhs, and other Turkic
and predominantly Muslim ethnic minorities in China," the report continued. The Chinese embassy in Washington
dismissed the report, calling the possibility of genocide a "rumor." But if the US succeeds in issuing a formal
declaration based on the report, many countries will have to stop their companies from doing business in Xinjiang.
Furthermore, the US and other Western countries could impose more sanctions on China.

Myanmar

We all know about The Rohingya crisis in Myanmar and it has been extensively recorded, and there are credible
reports about persistent human rights violations by the state.
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Although, the Rohingya crisis is decades-old, in 2012, it witnessed yet another phase in the cycle of violence in the
region. In late 2016, Myanmar's armed forces and police started a major crackdown on the people in Rakhine State
in the country's northwestern region after the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) attacked border posts in
several parts of Rakhine state. According to Burmese authorities, they launched targeted attacks to cut food and
money supply, as well as recruitment and information for the insurgents.

The Burmese military was accused of grave human rights violations and crimes against humanity by various United
Nations agencies, International Criminal Court officials, rights groups, journalists, and governments. Evidence of
wide-scale human rights violations was found, including extrajudicial killings, summary executions, gang rapes,
arson of Rohingya villages, businesses, schools, and infanticides. The Burmese government, of course, dismissed
these as exaggerations.

Accusations of ethnic cleansing culminated
in allegations of a Rohingya "genocide™ in a
case filed at the ICJ in 2019. This came after
brutal military operations, which triggered a
mass flight of allegedly over 700,000 Muslim
Rohingyas to Bangladesh in 2017, forcing
Dhaka or Bangladesh to build the world's
largest refugee camp in the South Asian
country. Many Rohingya refugees also fled to India, Thailand, Malaysia, and other parts of South and Southeast
Asia, where they continue to face persecution.

In the wake of the latest Rohingya crisis, many people tried to simplify this complex issue through a binary structure:
the Myanmar security forces as perpetrators versus the Rohingya as passive victims. The crisis is also being looked
at through the lens of "Islamophobia," presenting it as the "persecution of a Muslim minority by a Buddhist state."

On November 11, 2019, the Republic of The Gambia filed a case against the Republic of the Union of Myanmar at
the 1JC for violations of the 1948 Genocide Convention. Maps, satellite images, and graphic photographs were used
as evidence during the month-long hearing. This historic trial puts a spotlight on Myanmar's responsibility as a state
for the Rohingya "genocide."

In January last year, the United Nation's top court ruled that the Rohingya face a "real and ongoing threat of
genocide" in Myanmar. As the world still waits for a final verdict, provisional measures should be implemented to
protect the Muslim Rohingya minority in Myanmar during the next stage of the hearing, ruled ICJ. so it is not even,
maybe in another decade it will be recognised as genocide but it is not yet done.

Conclusion

There are, of course, instances where charges of "genocide" have been brought against specific individuals.
However, the trial or the final decision in these cases is still pending, and therefore "genocide" has not been
established.

Whether the "intent™ can be proven or not, that is my thesis we cannot deny the gravity of the crimes and turn a
blind eye to the suffering of the people who have, or who are facing oppression and atrocities. Thus, even if the ICJ
took a few more decades to decide about the mass killings in Bangladesh (I hope not), China or Myanmar, we must
recognize and speak against the grave atrocities against humanity. As a chief now in deutsche Welle for Asia |
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wanted to do a series on cross-border conflicts and there were borders between India Pakistan, India Bangladesh,
India china, Pakistan china etc. | realised when doing this project that there are multiple realities, multiple history
being taught in schools and even there are multiple maps which show this area. So once | think this has to be
changed and obviously if Bangladesh genocide is recognised, a lot of myths which are there and are still taught in
school in Pakistan or in India will be revisited.

Dr Mojibur Doftori: Thank you so much for your very interesting presentation, she talked about hate crime,
extermination campaigning in different Asian context. The intention is very important here. It was about
extermination of the people, that was the major intention there and for a long time the world community has turned
a blind eye to Bangladesh genocide. Mass killing in Bangladesh was committed during 1971 and she also mentioned
about multiple realities, multiple histories. We in Bangladesh have history books, social status curriculum and
Pakistan has social status curriculum as well but their social status curriculum still preaches hate that Muslims are
different from other ethnic or other religious groups- this is what is taught. There are some disturbing elements in
their school curriculum. This is one important area, as a journalist and program director of Deutsche Welle. | hope
you can put these thing forward in media so that we can go forward it is not the question Bangladesh and Pakistani,
its the question of humanity it’s the question of rule of law, it’s the question of human rights and it is the question
of single humanity we all belong to a single humanity that is what we believe than you so much for your
presentation.

Mr. Asif Munler Thank you, I would first like to do diligence to say thank you to EBF for inviting me here.
"f‘-'-'-»#i? 5%\ . I’ve just arrived for this particular event and I feel fortunate to be here and also the speakers
— ~  who spoke before me, you made my work easier. Of course, there is a paper but I won’t go
/ verbatim into that, instead | will cover some of the main points just to reinforce some of the
issues. | would probably start from my personal perspective, because | think that would add
some relevance to the issue for those who are campaigning for the recognition. | can say with
~] conviction that Pakistan rulers, their armed forces and their auxiliary forces have committed
genocide in 1971. My father Professor Munier Chowdhury had been abducted and disappeared forever on 14
December, two days before the surrender of the ‘occupation forces’. A university professor and a playwright, he
was one of the 200 plus intellectuals abducted and killed in December 1971 — | repeat 200 intellectuals only in
December - and about 1,000 during the year. Of course | come from a family where we have freedom fighters and
other but the personal loss is also something that remains, even after 50 years. | was merely a child in 1971, | was
just 4 years old, but the brutality of Pakistan and their forces still traumatizes our entire family and families like us.
I am sure many of you Bangladeshis or your families have the trauma too, even though the feelings have mellowed
over the years.

We have heard before about the definition of genocide. I won’t go into that, but just merely a fact about how history
repeats itself. We’ve heard about what Pakistan continues to do with the other communities who are still fighting
for their own cause. The convention on genocide; 152 countries are party to the convention, including Bangladesh
and Pakistan. Every year 9th December is observed as International Day. Now in terms of what is described in the
intent: ‘(a) Killing members of a particular group; (b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the
group; (c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in
whole or in part; (d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group, which explains all the rape that
took place in 1971; (e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.’. All of these things have
happened in 1971. There are many still alive to the living testimony of this.
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Now we’ve just heard about the three phases as well. I was just reinforced that the three phases that the Pakistani
undertook, we are the victims of that scorching earth December 1971. My father’s body was never found. So we
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conS|der Bangladesh as the grave of these intellectuals. (Photo: Dead body of Shllallpl Editor Selma Parvin with
telltale marks of brutal torture. Photo: The Daily Star)

The 1971 genocide is one of the gravest war tragedies in the world. So where | come now is how and why the world
had failed to recognize this Bangladesh genocide. So | was just going through the internet in the last few days while
preparing for this. ‘Our World in Data’ on their website mentioned the 1971 genocide as Pakistan genocide in 1970.
So the facts are wrong. World Atlas considers Bangladesh genocide as the 10th worst genocide in history, so that
is probably significant. The Holocaust is the worst on this scale, it comes on the top. Holocaust Encyclopaedia does
not include Bangladesh at all.

So we’ve heard about the role of the United States. The US and their allies are still a major factor as well. You
referred to the role that the Nixon government had. And we’ve read in other places that at that time Nixon and
Kissinger found that the Biafra independence movement with Nigeria and the Vietnam War in South East Asia
during the 1960s — 70s were reportedly of greater interest for the US than the war in Bangladesh. We are also
testimony to the US Consul General. Mr. Archer Blood who was there in Bangladesh. Who reported immediately
after the incident. Operation Searchlight started on the 25th of March, so that’s when the genocide began. Archer
Blood actually wrote about it even as early as April. And what was the consequence? He was recalled back to the
us.

But history does not stay undisclosed. Declassified information of the CIA disclosed that they had reported a
conservative figure of 200,000 Killed in the war, the US central intelligence had reported that about the liberation
war, although we consider that to be conservative in terms of what actually happened. That is why even today, it is
not easy to get the recognition of Bangladesh genocide globally. Neither of the countries — neither Pakistan or the
US - are party to the International Criminal Court, even though the Court has no jurisdiction to prosecute wars
before the ICC was established in 2002. That is again part of the political will that some of you have mentioned.
Because the issue of the establishment of the ICC in the Hague was that no retractive action can be taken for any
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incident that happened or any war crime that happened before 2002. So no war crimes of the Vietnam War can be
called into justice, as well as the liberation of war of Bangladesh. And that is again why the US and their allies have
a very important role to play in that.

And then | would like to add that Bangladesh has also failed, of course there has been the issue of political change,
especially after the killing of the father of the nation in 1975, but even during the regime of the current political
party who are the staunch supporters of the liberation war movement and also the trial of the war criminals. Even
this current government took its time recognize a national day for this genocide. The 25th of march 1971, that’s
when the genocide happened, and only in 2017 our government recognized the genocide. It took them a long time.
One parliamentarian and one important politician brought it up in the parliament. And that’s when the 25th of March
nationally became a genocide day. Now if the government does not take things forward, how can things move
forward.

I will not take much time, I’m almost towards the end. I just want to add that I am not beating my own drum, but
this is a booklet that | came up with an idea that the Western world does not know about or chose to not know much
about the Liberation War, because at that time of course maybe the Vietham War was much more important and
much more in the public eye that the Liberation War. So | proposed something and the minister of foreign affairs
took this idea up. And just for the record. it is not rocket science what | have added here but in terms of what you
mentioned about the role of parliamentarians; some points were put forward here. And what did the government
do? They have just distributed it through the diplomatic missions, you may find it in the Bangladesh missions in
different countries in Europe. And that’s it, it has been distributed but no action has been taken. So my point is that
things will not just move forward unless initiatives are taken. Now when | talk about Bangladesh that initiatives are
now taken beyond the government also. So there are now studies undertaken on genocide studies under the
University of Dhaka as well as the Liberation War Museum, but also there’s a museum on genocide in Bangladesh
which was a private initiative in Khulna, which the government supported eventually. These private initiatives are
where | think the inspiration is from the civil society and other actors.

So | end with the three quick examples. One is about the platform that | am also part of, the Forum for Secular
Bangladesh and many of you are also part of that European chapter as well. Since 1992 it has moved on with the
movement of trial of war criminals but recognizing the genocide as well. The second thing | want to mention is that
in 2013 there was this movement which called it the Shahbagh movement, where the young people who were born
in the 80s and the 90s — and we thought that they do not understand the effects and the impact of the Liberation War
or the spirit, but we were pleasantly surprised they do - took things to task on the streets of Dhaka. Then it spread
across Bangladesh and we know that it spread across the Bangladeshi Diaspora in Europe, US and Canada as well.
So the young people can take things forward.

And then I’ll lastly come to another organization that 'm part of. We call it Projonmo 71, which is in translation
‘generation 71°. It is formed with us, the children of the martyrs of the Bangladesh liberation war. We are not a very
big platform. But we do try to voice our concerns but also speak from our own experience. Whether that makes a
difference, because when you see it from a distance, maybe sometimes it’s not always recognized.

So, | end that there is a role for civil society activists like the platform today and many of you here. There are also
politicians and journalists present here. We need to combine the forces within Bangladesh and outside Bangladesh
and contribute until this is recognized internationally. It needs some kind of a closure for the Bangladeshis but also
for us victims as well. Like many of you have mentioned: ‘To move on, you need to recognize and then move on.’.
Thank you very much.
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Dr. Mojibur Doftori: Thank you Mr. Asif Munir. We are living in a different time today. Now Taliban has
taken over in Afghanistan. They are challenging the rule of law, women’s rights in the society. This is the result of
Pakistan’s policy, what they did in Bangladesh. This take-over has challenged the world, it can lead to more
atrocities and genocide. So, it is time to recognise Bangladesh genocide internationally. Civil society in Banglaesh
is working on it and it is time for the Bangladesh government to come forward for recognition of Bangladesh
Genocide world wide.

Ms. Rushanara Ali, MP (Member of Parliament), Labour Party, UK (via on-line) I am really pleased to be
joining the European Bangladesh forum on this very important occasion and | want to start off
by remembering all those who we lost during the war of independence in 1971 and my solidarity
to all those who lost loved ones.

And | as a child I grew up listening to the stories of sacrifice and loss from my own family,
from my grandparents, from my uncles, my aunts, who were traumatized by the war of
independence, by the loss of loved ones during that war and | have very vivid memory of my
mother talking about having to leave their home and move away to live with her aunt who was living in a safer area
from the out of the way of, at the time, Pakistani army, and it took my mother a very long time to share that story
of having to live like that for many months away from her parents and she and her siblings, younger siblings, had
to do that. So, all of our lives, in some way or another, of our family members life were affected by that war, that
war that costs so many lives and the numbers of lives lost are said to be around three million and some ten million
people were forced out of their homes, who were made refugees who had to flee the country or were eternally
displaced. So, there is a long history of trauma for all those who lost loved ones and all those who suffered during
that war, my own family being included, and of course the things that | have not spoken about often and need to be.
Also, about what happened to woman. Rape was used as a weapon of war during the 71 war of independence woman
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sacrificed so much during that war including, having to face sexual exportation and rape and we know that that has
continued in other conflicts.

When | was Shadow International development minister, | visited many refugee camps where women told me
stories of rape and torture and sexual wolence in conflict. They were Syrlan refugees who fled Syria and sought
BRe , refuge in Lebanon, in Jordan.

f' R They were women in the villages
\;" s in the Rohingya camps in
e o Coxsbazar, women who were
internally displaced Rohingya
Muslims in Myanmar in Rakhine
state where | visited. The legacy
of what happened and what
continues to happen to those in
conflict particularly  against
woman and children  has
continued  throughout  this
century and that’s why it’s on all
of us to make sure that we
prevent conflict and that we
' ; g, | E - support those who face torture,

S . B & who face sexual violence against

48th UN Human Rights Gou Councu Session, Goneva g them.
Internatlenal Cenfer

I have spent most of my political
career trying to get the
international community to fight,
to prevent genocides and ethnic
cleansing and to take action to bring to justice to the perpetrators of genocide. And so, | want to focus on what we
do today to make sure that happens and in modern day conflicts one of the areas that | have been working on, has
been in relation to the situation in Myanmar with the Burmese military who have prosecuted a genocide.

So, what we need to do is make sure the international community recognizes historic Genocide that has happened,
and I recognize that what happened in Bangladesh is often disputed by people in international debates but the
reality is that three million people were killed because of their ethnicity, because of their culture, because of
their language and that needs to be recognized. So, | hope as we go forward we can make sure that the sacrifices
that were made and what happened during that period between the Pakistani army and what they did, and the terror
that was caused and the violence, is recognized for what it is. When so many people lost their life’s in that war and
its often not understood or recognized, that is deeply heartful and painful for all of those who have been affected,
and their family member which have been affected. So, as the previous speaker has said, of course it’s important
for the government of Bangladesh to do all it can to take the action necessary, to recognize what happened in the
way that it needed, and | command all those leaders who have been doing that across the different parties in
Bangladesh to recognize the sacrifice that has been made during the war and all that has been done to rebuild a
nation that came out of conflict to mark this year of the 50th anniversary of Bangladesh.

I am a British-Bangladeshi, | was born in Bangladesh, but I grew up in the UK and | am incredibly proud of the
progress Bangladesh has made. But of course we have got to recognize where we have come from and the sacrifices
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that have been made, so | hope that as we go forward we do all we can to make sure that those who lost their lives
did not die in vain.

This year has been a very important year in recognizing their sacrifice and the contributions that have been made
by people across the nation, and I hope that that continues. And as | said I am not someone who is an expert in the
debates around how this can be progressed, in terms of Bangladesh and what happened, but the work | have been
doing has been around getting accountability and justice for those who have been perpetuated, ethnic cleansing and
genocide through the International Courts in relation to the more recent conflicts and it’s so important that we all
recognize and remember what happened and that we do what we can to make sure the younger generation recognizes
and remembers what happened, so that these acts don’t happen in the future because if we don’t, they will continue
to take place and that is what we have seen in the most recent conflicts where genocide has been committed.

Prof Dr. Anthonle Holslag, of Amsterdam University Netherlands while presenting his paper titled,
: ‘ ’Genocide different than Crimes Against Humanity or War Crime: The Case of
Bangladesh’ said, to be honest | made a presentation, you can probably see it behind me,
but to follow the discussions today I think | am going to have to change it around. I do that
to demystify some issues and also to hopefully give you more hands and feet (to give a
broad picture) of what Genocide is and also how you can therefore prevent genocide.

I am a member of the IAGS, International Association of Genocide Scholars, who have
recognized ‘Bangladesh Genocide’ and we are actually working very hard on prevention of genocide.

What I don’t hear about genocide is the famous article of Lemkin. In 1948 it was actually accepted by the convention
in Geneva. But actually he wrote about it already in 1943 in his personal diaries and then 1944 in his book. These
are very important dates. Why? Well because in 1943 the holocaust was not really that known as it is today and |
want to empathize this, 1 also want to empathize by the way that Israel does not recognize human genocide either.

Why is this problematic? Some of course has to do with the intent, intent is the problematic issue in the definition
of genocide. So what is intend? Hopefully I will give some light on that and in the end I also hope to give some
advice and some tips, maybe it will help maybe it will not, I don’t know.

The second is that we actually have four groups only mentioned in the genocide convention: “Religious, racial,
ethnic and national.” These are actually quite problematic because you also have of course sectarian. These are
other forms of groups and other forms of — and here comes the issue - identities. Genocide is about identities in the
core. If you look at this slide by the way at the end it shows you that the definition of Lemkin is not about the
holocaust, because the holocaust was a racial genocide and in racial genocide you don’t have a transference of
children, right? So he actually used human genocide as an example.
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So if you look at the terminology of genocide, | heard many things already. I heard cultural genocide, | heard ethnic
cleansing, | heard crimes against humanity, | heard war crimes, even in the documentary you presented these things
which were all intermixed together despite being completely different. And | want to emphasize this. Actually in
genocide’s studies we actually don’t make this differentiation, we actually say that genocide is a process. Genocide
has steps, it has phases. Gregory Stanton, an anthropologist, made ten phases of genocide, and if you look at the ten
phases, you see: “Classification, mentioning of groups, symbolization, discrimination, dehumanization,
organization, polarization, preparation, persecution and the ninth phase is Killing.” That means that you have 8
phases before the killing starts. If you want to stop genocide or want to slow it down you can actually do that
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because you can see it happening The last one is denial what of course Pakistan is doing.
So where does genocide differ with other forms of warfare or other forms of violence. One is war crimes and wars
against humanity, which is different than genocide and always comes from a practical point of view, for example:
You know you want to invade another country and then you try to make it abstract. A country could do this by
stating that they do it for god. But that is not what genocide is, genocide is the complete opposite. With genocide
you turn abstract into concrete.

If you take identity as the basis of genocide, which it is because we talk about religious groups, ethnic groups, racial
groups and national groups. So in the definition itself, identity is the basis.

If you take identity as the basis we can mention a few things, and | am an anthropologist so | can say this fairly
certain, identity is not static, identity changes. Violence is not meaningless. Sometimes we have this tendency to
think that violence does not have any meaning, but it does it very much has meaning and I will try to show you that
in a few minutes.

Violence is a way to make the social imaginary tangible, in other words: If you are trying to make the other inhuman,
how do you make it tangible? By dehumanizing them, by classifying them and by killing them. Each of these steps
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is a way of actually making it concrete, making the abstract concrete. Every form of violence is important to
understand the intend.

So what is the intend of genocide? The intend of genocide is the following. As | said, identity is not solidified, it is
not solid, it changes every single day. One of the ways we do this is called orientalism — or at least that’s what
science calls it - we call it ‘baby grammar’. We all do it every day: “We talk about other groups.” Every single time
we talk about other groups, we imply something about us. That’s why genocide is so dangerous, because it is so
common. It is so natural to this process that we don’t even recognize if it turns very ugly and turns very negative.
This is the point that actually Gert Baumann was trying to make. That by orientalism, by continuously placing
another person in front of you, by implying something about yourself, this process turns from words and discussions
to physical. That’s why for example sexual violence is the most prominent in ethnic cleansing and genocide than
any other form of warfare.

If we look at this slide behind you can see orient positive. Which basically means that they are rational. Then we
have orient negative, for example: “The Dutch are cheap.”. But what does that imply about us? That we are not
cheap, that we are very welcoming to other people but the Dutch they only give cookies and tea (which is actually
one of the stereotypes that are used against the Dutch people).

So every single time we do that, we
create an identity about ourselves,
which we really have to understand.
The people who commit genocide
don’t do it because of superiority, they
do it actually out of inferiority.
Melson, who has been a political
scientist, says that before every
genocide there has been a political-
economic crisis.

If you look at the different forms of
violence, the theft of cultural identity
and social identity means that you
take the custom away, the rituals
away, the language away and you
actually start to solidify your own customs in your own language by and through violence.

If you look at the economic identity, the property is taken away, the status is taken away from another while
emphasizing your own status. Most time property is actually taken away by perpetrators.

Religious identity, destroying churches, emphasizing that your religion is much more important and much more
solidified then the others.

You can see that further down the line during genocide, that the identity is taking away much more in a primary
way. We start culturally, turns rationally, it turns religiously and in the end actually we each even take the human
identity away. To give you an example, in the holocaust hair was used for the warfare of the Germans. People were
actually considered cattle.
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Another important note in genocide studies is that look at three forms of people. We look at victims, we look at
perpetrators and we look at bystanders. And here comes the very important message | want to give you. That there
are no innocent people within genocide with exception of the victims of course. This also includes bystanders, such
as international people, politicians and other countries. Because even if a country decides not to act that is a decision
to do something, not to act.

So genocide is actually a closed off system. The inferiority of perpetrators is clear, that’s why they keep emphasizing
the superiority. They keep stripping away every form of identity away from the victims for a reason. The
international community is the strongest element to actually break that reason because they are not locked within
the violence. They can actually stop it and that’s why me and some other scholars, during the Yazidi situation wrote
an letter with 250 signatures from scholars all over the world to condemn the violence against the Yazidi. We
wanted to empathize that the international community has the power, the international community has to break
through the violence because the people who are in it can’t. The people are so focused on their own identity. | saw
in the documentary that someone said: “We are in the point of no return.”. Think about that comment. We are in
the point of no return, so basically we have to kill you people for our existential threat. We are afraid that you guys
are going to take over so we have to kill you with a point of no return. Same comments are made by officers and
generals during the Armenian genocide, same comments are made by generals during the holocaust and same
: V s comments are
made in
Cambodia.

So if you look at
the case of
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that. They want to take your identity to confirm our own. Another example, Colonel Naim said: “Hindus undermined
the Muslim masses.” Think about the existential threat in that comment. We are under threat, we have to fight, we
have to preemptively strike, that is the thought. “Bengali culture, to great extend was Hindu culture, and we have
to sort them out and restore the land to the people”, think about what that says about them. It is not about superiority,
it is about fear. They fight the fear by taking your identity away. That’s what genocide is, genocide is continuously
stripping away identity. That’s why sexual violence is so important. The biggest power, a country, a government
can have is the power of reproduction. By using sexual violence you have the power of reproducing. And in the
case of Bangladesh, Muslim children were born and they were allowed to be born. Why? Because they were
Muslims. think about it, it’s about identity.
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MEDIA COVERAGE

The two events of the day- Conference and Demonstration- got wide electronic and print media attention in
Bangladesh, the UK and Germany. Two leading TV channels from Dhaka telecast the news of the conference and
the demonstration on their national news slot. One is Somoy TV channel (https://youtu.be/neo2zuVtlaA) and
another is Jamuna TV channel ( https://youtu.be/ZZIp6VVo9TEQ) . The London-based British Bangla News and
Somoy TV channel telecast the programs live on the day.

@The Baily Star
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Participants at the international conference on “Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide™ at the
Geneva Press Club, Switzerland yesterday. September 30, 2021. Photo: Collected

Int'l conference held in Geneva to recognise
Bangladesh genocide

Fri Oct 1, 2021 01:15 PM
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Participants at the international conference on “Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh
Genocide™ at the Geneva Press Club, Switzerland yesterday. September 30, 2021. Photo:

Collected
An international conference on "Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide" at the
Geneva Press Club, Switzerland was held yesterday.

Europe-based Diaspora organisation, European Bangladesh Forum (EBF), in
collaboration with Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh organised the
program, according to a correspondent in Geneva.

Dr Mojibur Doftori, a writer and senior researcher from Finland chaired the conference.

Earlier in the same day, EBF held a demonstration in front of the "Broken Chair" at
United Nations in Geneva,

The demonstration and the conference was broadcast live simultaneously by the
television channels from Bangladesh, Ekattor Television & Somoy Television and from
the UK by the British Bangla News.

Member of the European Parliament Brando Benifei, Italy, Member of the British
Parliament from the Labour Party, Rushanara Ali, former Member of the Dutch
Parliament Harry van Bommel, Socialist Party, member of a martyred family Asif Munier
from Bangladesh addressed the program, among others.

President of EBF UK Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Director of Switzerland Human Rights
Commission Bangladesh Khalilur Rahman and EBF Netherlands President Bikash
Chowdhury also spoke at the program.

A documentary film "War Crimes 1971" directed by Shahriar Kabir was screened at the
beginning of the conference.

https://www.thedailystar.net/nrb/news/intl-conference-held-geneva-recognise-bangladesh-genocide-
2188446
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We stand for people’s rights

dailyobserver

Expatriates in Europe to press UN for genocide
day on Mar 25

Delegates meet at Geneva today
Published : Thursday, 30 September, 2021 at 12:00 AM, DHAKA
Shahnaj Begum

Expatriate Bangladeshis living in Europe and Nordic Region consisting of Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
Finland, and Iceland would reach out to the UN (Geneva) today (September 30) to declare March 25 as
the Genocide Day globally in remembrance of the atrocities carried out by the Pakistan Army on the
same day in 1971.

"Politicians, diplomats, lawmakers and expatriate Bangladeshi from different countries will join the
programme in person in Geneva where the 48th session of UN Human Rights Commission is going on.
They will join the day-long programme,™ a joint press release of European Bangladesh Forum (EBF)
and Switzerland's Human Rights Commission (Bangladesh) said.

They will stage an agitation programme at the 'Broken Chair' square in front of the UN office in
Geneva.

Bangladesh observes March 25 as National Genocide Day and has been trying to get international
recognition over the last few years. The Foreign Ministry, through the Bangladesh embassies and high
commissions across the world has started campaign to get support from other countries in favor of the
proposal.

The UN General Assembly in 2015 declared December 9 as the International Day of Commemoration
and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of Genocide and of the Prevention of this Crime.

However, on 11 March 2017, the Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament of Bangladesh) unanimously passed the
Resolution designating 25 March as a Genocide Remembrance Day.

Earlier, the Liberation War Affairs Minister AKM Mozammel Hug said Bangladesh sent a delegation to
the UN in 2019 with a proposal to observe March 25 as the Genocide Day globally.

The minister said no genocide took place on December 9 'but here in Bangladesh we witnessed one in
25 March 1971". "So, we will propose the UN to shift the Genocide Day to March 25," Huq said.

On 25 March, the Pakistan Army launched their infamous 'Operation Searchlight' on March 25 to
suppress Bengali people's calls for self-determination, killing over 20,000 people alone in Dhaka.
Officially three million people were killed in the subsequent nine-month Liberation War.

Over three million people were killed, while two lakh women were raped by Pakistani occupation forces
and their local collaborators during the Liberation War.
https://www.observerbd.com/news.php?id=333313
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Speakers at the international confer-
ence in Geneva said that “the time ks
right for recognition of Bangladesh
Genocide committed by Pakistan in
1971" They said, It is of great importance
and an absolute necessity to honour the
victims of Genocide and their descen-
dants through recognition. Recognition
also implies that we are able w define
which party committed the crime.
Unfortunately, Bangladesh Genocide
has teday become a forgotten chapter
in the history and we know the com-
mon phrase, ‘Justice delayed, justice
denied.

They were speaking at the interna-
tional conference on ‘Recognition of
1971 Bangladesh Genoclde’ at the
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Geneva Press Club, Switzerland on 30
September 2021, Organized by the
Europe-based Diaspora organisation,
European Bangladesh Forum (EBF) In
collaboration with Switzedand Human
Rights Commission Bangladesh, the
conference was addressed by the
Member of the European Pardiament
(MEP) Brundo Benifei, Member of the
British Parliament Ms. Rushanara Ali,
former Member of the Dutch
Parliament Harry van Bommel, Director
Programs for Asia, Programming of
Deutsche  Welle  (DW)  Germany
Debarati Guba, Professor of Amsterdam
Vrje University Dr. Anthonie Holslag,
Dutch journalist of de Volkskrant
(based in Istanbul, Turkey) Rob Vieeken,
and member of the Genocide victim
family Asif Munir from Bangladesh. The
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conference was also addressed by
President of EBF UK Ansar Ahmed
Ullah, Director of Switzerfand Human
Rights  Commission  Bangladesh
Rahman Khalilur Mamun and EBF
Netherlands President Bikash
Chowdbury while Dy, Mojibur Doftori, a
writer and senior researcher from
Finland presided over the conference.
A documentary film tided, 'War
Crimes 1971'was screened at the start of
the conference. Earlier, in the morning a
demonstration was organized in front
ol the Broken Chair at the UN building,
Geneva where members of the
Bangladeshi diaspora, European paolitl-
cians, academics, researchers and
human rights activists took part. Both
the demonstration and the conference
were live telecast by the national televi-
sion channels from Bangladesh and the
London-based British Bangla News
channel. It may be recalled that in 1971
Pakistan military and their local collab-
orators committed one of the worst
mass atrocities that the wordd withessed
in the 20th century, The Pakistani occu-
pation army in 9 months killed approx-
imately 3 million people, violated over
two hundred thousand girls and
women and forced 10 million people to
cross the border and take shelter in
India. This number of people killed by
the Pakistani Army is the highest in the
world in such a short period of time.
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ANP Pers Support (€
Persbericht versturen o

Conference on ‘Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh
Genocide’ in Geneva

23-09-2021 12:31 | 2 weken geleden

Dit is een origineel bericht van

Stichting European Bangladesh Forum

International Conference on ‘Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide’ (13:30-17:00) &
Demonstration: in front of the Broken Chair, UN, Geneva 30 September 2021 Thursday (12:00-
17:00)

Conference Venue : Geneva Press Club, Chemin de I'lmperatice 18, 1292 Pregny-Chambesy,
Geneva, Switzerland
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https://www.dw.com/search/bn?languageCode=bn&origin=gN&item=%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A1&searchNavigationId=11929
https://www.dw.com/search/bn?languageCode=bn&origin=gN&item=%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%89%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AA&searchNavigationId=11929
https://www.perssupport.nl/persbericht-versturen
https://www.perssupport.nl/

Geneva : Europe-based Diaspora organisation, European Bangladesh Forum (EBF) in collaboration
with Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh will hold an international conference on
‘Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide’ at the Geneva Press Club, Switzerland on Thursday, 30
September 2021 from 13:30 to
17:00 CEST. Earlier on the same
day at 12:00-13:00, EBF
(www.ebforum.eu) will hold a
demonstration in front of the
Broken Chair at the United
Nations building in Geneva. A
documentary film on ‘War
Crimes 1971’will also be
screened in the conference.

[/

The Conference will be
addressed among others by the
Member of the European
Parliament, Mr. Brando Benifei
(Italy), Member of the British
Parliament from Labour Party,
Ms. Rushanara Ali, former
Member of the Dutch Parliament
Mr. Harry van Bommel (Socialist Party), Professor of Amsterdam Vrije University Prof Dr. Anthonie
Holslag, Dutch journalist of de Volkskrant (Correspondent in Istanbul, Turkey) Mr Rob Vreeken, Trustee
of International Crimes Strategy Forum (ICSF), UK Dr Rayhan Rashid and member of the Genocide
victim family Mr. Asif Munir from Bangladesh. The conference will also be addressed by President of
EBF UK Mr Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Director of Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh Mr.
Khalilur Rahman and EBF Netherlands President Bikash Chowdhury while Dr. Mojibur Doftori, a writer
and senior researcher from Finland will chair.

The demonstration in front of the Broken chair and the Conference at the Press Club will be live
broadcast simultaneously by the television channels from Bangladesh (Ekattor Television and Somoy
Television) and from UK by the British Bangla News.

BACKGROUND : 1971 Genocide in Bangladesh committed by the Pakistan military and their local
collaborators is one of the worst mass atrocities that the world witnessed in the 20th century. The
Pakistani occupation army in 9 months killed approximately 3 million people, violated over two hundred
thousand women and forced 10 million people to cross the border and take shelter in India. This
number of people killed by the Pakistani Army is the highest in such a short period of time.

The 1971 Genocide by the Pakistan Army is well documented and reported in the international media
and also in the diplomatic correspondences during that period. The world media including The
Telegraph, The Times, The Sunday Times, The New York Times and several news agencies reported
the massacre of the Bengalis by the Pakistan Army. The story of the massacre of the fateful night of 25
March 1971 was highlighted in the international news media. The Pakistan Army committed systematic
and organized rape as a special weapon of war. Young girls and women were abducted and repeatedly
raped and gang-raped in special camps run by the Army near Army barracks (Rounaq Jahan,
Genocide in Bangladesh). The Pakistani Army under a blue print systematically killed the intellectuals
and professionals of Bangladesh, apart from the mass killing.
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Urgent need for UN Resolution: Without further delay, there needs to be an UN-sponsored
Resolution condemnation against the Pakistanis. Then perpetrators must be brought to justice. The
new generation must know what treatment was meted out to Bangladeshi people who deserve to enjoy
equal human rights.

Unfortunately, Bangladesh GENOCIDE has today become a forgotten chapter in the history and we
know the common phrase, ‘Justice delayed, justice denied’.

Lack of international recognition of the 1971 GENOCIDE: Due to lack of international recognition,
the history of that horror, Genocide has become faded in the world context today. Bangladesh
community in Europe feel that the 1971 GENOCIDE should be recognised by the international
community to give justice to the victims of the atrocities meted out by the Pakistan Army and its political
leadership and their local Bangladeshi collaborators.

N:B: Pl see Program and Banner attached.

https://www.persberichten.nl/home/detail/2e401da0-6154-473f-b96e-190cec40f311/title/conference-on-
recognition-of-1971-bangladesh-genocide-in-geneva

i) Online

Home/World/Geneva Conference Underscored the International Recognition of 1971 Genocide
Germany

Geneva Conference Underscored the
International Recognition of 1971 Genocide

Photo: ah/ov

Geneva, September 30 (EBF/OurVoice): Speakers at the international conference in Geneva said that ‘the time is
right for recognition of Bangladesh Genocide committed by Pakistan in 1971°. They said, it is of great importance
and an absolute necessity to honour the victims of Genocide and their descendants through recognition.
Recognition also implies that we are able to define which party committed the crime. Unfortunately, Bangladesh
genocide has today become a forgotten chapter in the history and we know the common phrase, ‘Justice delayed,

justice denied’.

They were speaking at the international conference on ‘Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide’ at the Geneva

Press Club, Switzerland on 30 September 2021. Organized by the Europe-based Diaspora organisation, European
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Bangladesh Forum (EBF) in collaboration with Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh, the
conference was addressed by the Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Brando Benifei, Member of the
British Parliament Rushanara Ali, former Member of the Dutch Parliament Harry van Bommel, Director
Programs for Asia, Programming of Deutsche Welle (DW) Germany Debarati Guha, Professor of Amsterdam
Vrije University Dr. Anthonie Holslag, Dutch journalist of de Volkskrant (based in Istanbul, Turkey) Rob
Vreeken, Chairman of United Kashmir People’s National Party (UKPNP) Sardar Shaukat Ali Kashmiri, and
member of the Genocide victim family Asif Munir from Bangladesh. The conference was also addressed by
President of EBF UK Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Director of Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh
Rahman Khalilur Mamun and EBF Netherlands President Bikash Chowdhury while Dr. Mojibur Doftori, a writer

and senior researcher from Finland presided over the conference.

i i ' ' ; A documentary film
: ‘ < b oy i ] e B OB (itled, ‘War Crimes

1971°was screened at the
start of the conference.
Earlier, in the morning a
demonstration was
organized in front of the
Broken Chair at the UN
building, Geneva where
members of the

Bangladeshi diaspora,

European politicians,
academics, researchers and human rights activists took part. Both the demonstration and the conference were live

telecast by the national television channels from Bangladeshand the London-based British Bangla News channel.

It may be recalled that in 1971 Pakistan military and their local collaborators committed one of the worst mass
atrocities that the world witnessed in the 20" century. The Pakistani occupation army in 9 months killed
approximately 3 million people, violated over two hundred thousand girls and women and forced 10 million
people to cross the border and take shelter in India. This number of people killed by the Pakistani Army is the
highest in the world in such a short period of time. The 1971 Genocide by the Pakistan Army is well documented

and reported in the international media and also in the diplomatic correspondences during that period.
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In his video message Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Brando Benefei expressed his total support to
the Bengali community which is organising through this event a debate and reflection about human rights and
freedom. He said, ‘EBF which is organising this conference during the 48" Human Rights Council Session of the
UN is crucial as it helps to raise awareness among the European citizens. He thanked the organizers for their
continued efforts in this regard and said, ‘we need to learn from history, we need to understand the mistakes made
in the past, in order to build a better world for our next generation, in Europe, all over the world including
Bangladesh. Your action goes exactly in this direction and | want to reiterate that | want to support you. Today we
face social injustice all over the world and as politician and human being we cannot remain silent.

British Member of the Parliament Rushnara Ali in her speech said that her family was affected during the
liberation war in Bangladesh and she has a spiritual connection with the liberation war. She strongly criticized the
sexual abuse and rape of women during the liberation war and demanded strict action against it. She called upon
all political parties in Bangladesh to work together for the trial of war criminals and for international recognition

of the genocide.

Former Member of the Dutch Parliament Harry van Bommel said, ‘the denial of the Bangladesh genocide is not
unique, not even surprising. There are many other convincing examples of genocide and mass atrocities that are
subject to public debate; both historical, political and legal debate, he said, adding, ‘I don’t need to mention the
Armenian genocide of 1915 or the crimes in recent years committed against Yezidis and Uyghurs. The important
difference with the 1971 Bangladesh genocide is the fact that for various reasons this genocide has largely slipped

out of public awareness.’

In her paper titled, ‘Genocide’ in Asia: Lessons from Bangladesh, China and Myanmar’ Debarati Guha, Director,
Programs for Asia, Programming of Deutsche Welle said, in the early 1970s, approximately three million people
were killed in present-day Bangladesh by the Pakistani army. The systematic annihilation of the Bengali people
by the Pakistan Army during the Bangladesh Liberation War also targeted Hindu men, academics, and
professionals. The Pakistani military also reportedly raped and enslaved at least 400,000 women. Eventually, the
Pakistani military surrendered to the Indian forces, thus ending the “genocide” on December 16, 1971. But the
question about the Pakistani military’s ‘intention’ to exterminate a group of people, or a large number of people
for racial, ethnic or religious reasons, remains unanswered. Can we determine the ‘intention of the Pakistani

forces so that their atrocities be dubbed “’Genocide”? Will the ICJ recognize it, she questioned.

Earlier, the demonstration was addressed, among others, by community leaders and Bangladeshi Diaspora

members from the UK, Germany, Belgium, Finland, Netherlands, France and Switzerland. Moreover, an
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exhibition with photos and posters was held in the F-Zone in front of the UN Building in Geneva on Tuesday and
Wednesday on the brutal killing, rape and torture by the Pakistani soldiers to foil the uprising of the Bangladeshi
people for their fundamental rights of liberation and sovereignty in 1971. The exhibition was visited by a host of

officials and guests from the United Nations and other international organisations in Switzerland.

http://our-voice-online.com/blog/geneva-conference-underscored-the-international-recognition-
of-1971-genocide/

Geneva: Bangladesh diaspora to hold
international conference on 'Recognition of 1971
Bangladesh Genocide'

ANI
24 September 2021
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Geneva [Switzerland], September 24 (ANI): Europe-based Bangladesh diaspora oraganisation,
European Bangladesh Forum (EBF) in collaboration with Switzerland Human Rights Commission
Bangladesh will hold an international conference on 'Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide' at the
Geneva Press Club, Switzerland on 30 September.

Earlier on the same day, EBF will hold a demonstration in front of the Broken Chair at the United
Nations building in Geneva, reported ANP Pers Support.

At the conference, a documentary film on 'War Crimes 1971" will also be screened.

1971 Genocide in Bangladesh committed by the Pakistan military and their local collaborators is one of
the worst mass atrocities that the world witnessed in the 20th century.

The Pakistani occupation army in nine months killed approximately three million people, violated over
two hundred thousand women, and forced ten million people to cross the border and take shelter in
India. The number of people killed by the Pakistani Army is the highest in such a short period of time,
reported ANP Pers Support.

The 1971 Genocide by the Pakistan Army is well documented and reported in the international media
and also in the diplomatic correspondences during that period.

The Pakistani Army under a blueprint systematically killed the intellectuals and professionals of
Bangladesh, apart from the mass killing, reported ANP Pers Support.

The conference on 'Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide' will be addressed among others by the
Member of the European Parliament, Brando Benifei (Italy), Member of the British Parliament from
Labour Party, Rushanara Ali, former Member of the Dutch Parliament Harry van Bommel (Socialist
Party), Professor of Amsterdam Vrije University Prof Dr Anthonie Holslag, Dutch journalist of de
Volkskrant (Correspondent in Istanbul, Turkey) Rob Vreeken, Trustee of International Crimes Strategy
Forum (ICSF), UK Dr Rayhan Rashid and member of the Genocide victim family Asif Munir from
Bangladesh.

The conference will also be addressed by President of EBF UK Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Director of
Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh Khalilur Rahman and EBF Netherlands President
Bikash Chowdhury while Dr Mojibur Doftori, a writer and senior researcher from Finland will chair,
reported ANP Pers Support.

As per the participants of the conference, there is an urgent need for a UN resolution condemning the
Pakistanis for the 1971 atrocities.

"The perpetrators must be brought to justice. The new generation must know what treatment was
meted out to Bangladeshi people who deserve to enjoy equal human rights," said the participants.
(ANI)

https://sg.news.yahoo.com/geneva-bangladesh-diaspora-hold-international-053937785.html

49


https://sg.news.yahoo.com/geneva-bangladesh-diaspora-hold-international-053937785.html

g faIEfateRs. a5y

bisshobanglanews24.com

Geneva conference to recognise Bangladesh genocide
bisshobanglanews24, LONDON
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AHM Abdul Hai, Geneva: Speakers at an international conference in Geneva said that ‘the time is
right to recognise Bangladesh genocide committed by Pakistan in 1971’. They said it is of great
importance and an absolute necessity to honour the victims of genocide and their descendants
through recognition. Recognition also implies that we are able to define which party committed
the crime. Unfortunately, the Bangladesh genocide has today become a forgotten chapter in
history and we know the common phrase, ‘Justice delayed, justice denied’.

They were speaking at the international conference on ‘Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide’
at the Geneva Press Club, Switzerland on 30 September 2021. Organized by the Europe-based
Diaspora organisation, European Bangladesh Forum (EBF) in collaboration with Switzerland
Human Rights Commission Bangladesh, the conference was addressed by the Member of the
European Parliament (MEP) Brando Benifei, Member of the British Parliament Rushanara Ali MP,
former Member of the Dutch Parliament Harry van Bommel, Director Programs for Asia,
Programming of Deutsche Welle (DW) Germany Debarati Guha, Professor of Amsterdam Vrije
University Dr Anthonie Holslag, Dutch journalist of de Volkskrant, Rob Vreeken, Chairman of
United Kashmir People’s National Party (UKPNP) Sardar Shaukat Ali Kashmiri and member of the
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victim family Asif Munier from Bangladesh. The conference was also addressed by President of
EBF UK Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Director of Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh
Rahman Khalilur Mamun and EBF Netherlands President Bikash Chowdhury, while Dr Mojibur
Doftori, a writer and senior researcher from Finland, presided over the conference.

A documentary film by Shahriar Kabir titled ‘War Crimes 1971'was screened at the start of the
conference. Earlier in the morning, a demonstration was organized in front of the Broken Chair at
the UN building, Geneva, where members of the Bangladeshi diaspora, European politicians,
academics, researchers and human rights activists took part. Both the demonstration and the
conference were live telecasted by the national television channels from Bangladesh and the
London-based British Bangla News channel.

In his video message, Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Mr Brando Benefei expressed
his total support. He said, ‘EBF, which is organising this conference during the 48th Human Rights
Council Session of the UN is crucial as it helps to raise awareness among the European citizens. He
thanked the organizers for their continued efforts in this regard and said, ‘We need to learn from
history, we need to understand the mistakes made in the past, in order to build a better world for
our next generation, in Europe, all over the world including Bangladesh. Your action goes exactly
in this direction and [ want to reiterate that I want to support you. Today we face social injustice
all over the world and as politician and human beings, we cannot remain silent.’

In her speech, British Member of the Parliament Rushanara Ali MP said that her family was
affected during the Liberation War in Bangladesh and has a spiritual connection with the
liberation war. She strongly criticized the sexual abuse and rape of women during the liberation
war and demanded strict action against it. She called upon all political parties in Bangladesh to
work together for the trial of war criminals and for international recognition of the genocide.
Former Member of the Dutch Parliament Harry van Bommel said, ‘the denial of the Bangladesh
genocide is not unique, not even surprising. There are many other convincing examples of
genocide and mass atrocities that are subject to public debate, both historical, political and legal
debate, he said, adding, ‘I don’t need to mention the Armenian genocide of 1915 or the crimes in
recent years committed against Yezidis and Uyghurs. The important difference with the 1971
Bangladesh genocide is the fact that for various reasons, this genocide has largely slipped out of
public awareness.’

In her paper titled, 'Genocide' in Asia: Lessons from Bangladesh, China and Myanmar’, Debarati
Guha, Director, Programs for Asia, Programming of Deutsche Welle said, in the early 1970s,
approximately three million people were killed in present-day Bangladesh by the Pakistani army.
The systematic annihilation of the Bengali people by the Pakistan Army during the Bangladesh
Liberation War also targeted Hindu men, academics, and professionals. The Pakistani military also
reportedly raped and enslaved at least 400,000 women. Eventually, the Pakistani military
surrendered to the Indian forces, thus ending the "genocide" on December 16, 1971. But the
question about the Pakistani military's ‘intention’ to exterminate a group of people, or a large
number of people for racial, ethnic or religious reasons, remains unanswered. Can we determine
the ‘intention of the Pakistani forces so that their atrocities be dubbed genocide? Will the IC]
recognize it, she questioned.

Earlier, the demonstration was addressed, among others, by community leaders and Bangladeshi
Diaspora members from the UK, Germany, Belgium, Finland, Netherlands, France and Switzerland.

http://www.bisshobanglanews24.com/nodes/nodes/view/type:news/slug:Geneva-conference-to-
recognise-Bangladesh-genocide
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Geneva Conference To Recognise Bangladesh Genocide

AP Oct 2, 2021

By AHM Abdul Hai

Geneva: Speakers at an international conference in Geneva said that ‘the time is right to recognise
Bangladesh genocide committed by Pakistan in 1971". They said it is of great importance and an absolute
necessity to honour the victims of genocide and their descendants through recognition. Recognition also
implies that we are able to define which party committed the crime. Unfortunately, the Bangladesh genocide
has today become a forgotten chapter in history and we know the common phrase, ‘Justice delayed, justice

denied’.

They were speaking at the international conference on ‘Recognition of 1971 Bangladesh Genocide’ at the
Geneva Press Club, Switzerland on 30 September 2021. Organized by the Europe-based Diaspora
organisation, European Bangladesh Forum (EBF) in collaboration with Switzerland Human Rights
Commission Bangladesh, the conference was addressed by the Member of the European Parliament (MEP)
Brando Benifei, Member of the British Parliament Rushanara Ali MP, former Member of the Dutch Parliament
Harry van Bommel, Director Programs for Asia, Programming of Deutsche Welle (DW) Germany Debarati
Guha, Professor of Amsterdam Vrije University Dr Anthonie Holslag, Dutch journalist of de Volkskrant, Rob
Vreeken, Chairman of United Kashmir People’s National Party (UKPNP) Sardar Shaukat Ali Kashmiri and
member of the victim family Asif Munier from Bangladesh. The conference was also addressed by President
of EBF UK Ansar Ahmed Ullah, Director of Switzerland Human Rights Commission Bangladesh Rahman
Khalilur Mamun and EBF Netherlands President Bikash Chowdhury, while Dr Mojibur Doftori, a writer and

senior researcher from Finland, presided over the conference.

A documentary film by Shahriar Kabir titled ‘War Crimes 1971’was screened at the start of the conference.
Earlier in the morning, a demonstration was organized in front of the Broken Chair at the UN building,
Geneva, where members of the Bangladeshi diaspora, European politicians, academics, researchers and
human rights activists took part. Both the demonstration and the conference were live telecasted by the

national television channels from Bangladesh and the London-based British Bangla News channel.

In his video message, Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Mr Brando Benefei expressed his total
support. He said, ‘EBF, which is organising this conference during the 48th Human Rights Council Session of
the UN is crucial as it helps to raise awareness among the European citizens. He thanked the organizers for
their continued efforts in this regard and said, ‘We need to learn from history, we need to understand the
mistakes made in the past, in order to build a better world for our next generation, in Europe, all over the

world including Bangladesh. Your action goes exactly in this direction and I want to reiterate that [ want to
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support you. Today we face social injustice all over the world and as politician and human beings, we cannot

remain silent.’

In her speech, British Member of the Parliament Rushanara Ali MP said that her family was affected during
the Liberation War in Bangladesh and has a spiritual connection with the liberation war. She strongly
criticized the sexual abuse and rape of women during the liberation war and demanded strict action against
it. She called upon all political parties in Bangladesh to work together for the trial of war criminals and for

international recognition of the genocide.

Former Member of the Dutch Parliament Harry van Bommel said, ‘the denial of the Bangladesh genocide is
not unique, not even surprising. There are many other convincing examples of genocide and mass atrocities
that are subject to public debate, both historical, political and legal debate, he said, adding, ‘I don’t need to
mention the Armenian genocide of 1915 or the crimes in recent years committed against Yezidis and
Uyghurs. The important difference with the 1971 Bangladesh genocide is the fact that for various reasons,

this genocide has largely slipped out of public awareness.’

In her paper titled, ‘Genocide’ in Asia: Lessons from Bangladesh, China and Myanmar’, Debarati Guha,
Director, Programs for Asia, Programming of Deutsche Welle said, in the early 1970s, approximately three
million people were killed in present-day Bangladesh by the Pakistani army. The systematic annihilation of
the Bengali people by the Pakistan Army during the Bangladesh Liberation War also targeted Hindu men,
academics, and professionals. The Pakistani military also reportedly raped and enslaved at least 400,000
women. Eventually, the Pakistani military surrendered to the Indian forces, thus ending the “genocide” on
December 16, 1971. But the question about the Pakistani military’s ‘intention’ to exterminate a group of
people, or a large number of people for racial, ethnic or religious reasons, remains unanswered. Can we
determine the ‘intention of the Pakistani forces so that their atrocities be dubbed genocide? Will the IC]

recognize it, she questioned.

Earlier, the demonstration was addressed, among others, by community leaders and Bangladeshi Diaspora
members from the UK, Germany, Belgium, Finland, Netherlands, France and Switzerland.

https://shottobani.com/geneva-conference-to-recognise-bangladesh-genocide
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2)

3)

4)

5)

LINKS OF VIDEOS, TV NEWS AND NEWSPAPERS

1. Link of Geneva conference (full) at Geneva Press Club:

https://pressclub.ch/international-conference-on-recognition-of-1971-bangladesh-genocide-
screening-of-the-documentary-film-war-crimes-1971/

2. LIVE telecast of the Conference by London-based Channel, British Bangla News:
https://youtu.be/Vgespy5qEew

3. Link of Demonstration LIVE broadcast by the London-based TV channel, British Bangla
News: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPCcW_7ZY6U

TV NEWS LINKS:

Somoy TV channel, Dhaka, Bangladesh; https://youtu.be/neo2zuVtlaA

Jamanu TV Channel, Dhaka, Bangladesh: https://youtu.be/ZZIp6Vo9TEg

NEWSPAPERS LINKS:

DAILY NEWS, DHAKA> https://www.thedailystar.net/nrb/news/intl-conference-held-geneva-recognise-
bangladesh-genocide-2188446

THE DAILY OBSERVER, DHAKA> https://www.observerbd.com/news.php?id=333313

BANGLADESH NEWS DHAKA> file:///C:/Users/bikas/Downloads/City%20News.pdf

BANGLADESH PROTIDIN, DHAKA> https://www.bd-pratidin.com/probash-potro/2021/10/03/697507

DEUTSCHE WELLE (DW) GERMANY> https://p.dw.com/p/41EnB

OUR VOICE, GERMANY> http://our-voice-online.com/blog/geneva-conference-underscored-

the-international-recognition-of-1971-genocide/

OUR VOICE, Bengali, GERMANY > http://our-voice-
online.com/bn/2021/10/01/%e0%a6%8f%e0%a6%95%e0%ab6%be%e0%ab%ad4%e0%a’%8d
%e0%ab%ad4%e0%ab6%b0-%e0%ab6%b8%e0%ab%be%e0%ab6%b2%e0%a7%87 -
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%e0%ab%aa%e0%ab%be%e0%ab%95%e0%ab%bf%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%8d%e0%ab%ad%
e0%ab%be%e0%ab%a8%e0%ab%bf%e0%a6%ab/

8) ANP, NETHERLANDS> https://www.persberichten.nl/home/detail/2e401da0-6154-473f-b96e-
190cec40f311/title/conference-on-recognition-of-1971-bangladesh-genocide-in-geneva

9) ANI, INDIA> https://sg.news.yahoo.com/geneva-bangladesh-diaspora-hold-international-
053937785.html

10) SOTTOBANI, LONDON>

11) JONOMOT, LONDON> https://www.janomot.com/news/31391

12) BRITISH BANGLA NEWS, LONDON> http://britishbanglanews.com/?p=2254

13) LONDON TIMES, LONDON> https://londontimes24.com/2021/10/03/geneva-conference-recognise-
bangladesh-genocide/

14) DAILY UTTORPORBO, LONDON> http://www.dailyuttorpurbo.com/news/details/National /45702

15) https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%I5%E0%AE%BE%EO%AE%AL%EO0%AT%EDRHEO%AG
%A4A%E0%AE6%BO%BEO%NAT%87-
%E0%AE6%AAREO0%AE%BEWEO0%AE%I5%EO0%AE%BF%E0%AE6%BE%EO0%AT7%ED%EO0%AE6%AL%E0%AE%BE
%E0%AE%AB%EO%AE%BFIHEO%AE%AEL%EO%AT%87%E0%AE%BO-%E0%AE%BS/

16) http://britishbanglanews.com/?p=2260

17) UKDTV>https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7 %8D%E0%A
6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7 %87 -
%E0%A6%AAUE0%A6%BEWUE0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%EQ
%A6%A8%E0%A6%BFWUE0%A6%A6%E0%A7 %87 %E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/

76


http://our-voice-online.com/bn/2021/10/01/%e0%a6%8f%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a4%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%b0-%e0%a6%b8%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%b2%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%aa%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a8%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%a6/
http://our-voice-online.com/bn/2021/10/01/%e0%a6%8f%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a4%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%b0-%e0%a6%b8%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%b2%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%aa%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%b8%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%a4%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a8%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%a6/
https://www.persberichten.nl/home/detail/2e401da0-6154-473f-b96e-190cec40f311/title/conference-on-recognition-of-1971-bangladesh-genocide-in-geneva
https://www.persberichten.nl/home/detail/2e401da0-6154-473f-b96e-190cec40f311/title/conference-on-recognition-of-1971-bangladesh-genocide-in-geneva
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/geneva-bangladesh-diaspora-hold-international-053937785.html
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/geneva-bangladesh-diaspora-hold-international-053937785.html
http://britishbanglanews.com/?p=2254
https://londontimes24.com/2021/10/03/geneva-conference-recognise-bangladesh-genocide/
https://londontimes24.com/2021/10/03/geneva-conference-recognise-bangladesh-genocide/
http://www.dailyuttorpurbo.com/news/details/National/45702
https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/
https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/
https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/
https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/
http://britishbanglanews.com/?p=2260
https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/
https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/
https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/
https://ukbdtv.com/2021/10/%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8/

[RessIte Gefe HRGIETHd 2[5 GRS11E4T | Switzerland News | Somoy TV

Ty “ ' i g |
ey Ay
| xiLep
~4' 3 MILLION PEOPLE »
2 Wueerancnte 8
= 1 OF BN SLADaR

w0 0:53/470

J0BI0s Bele SIRGIFAIIGE 4151 91814l | Switzerland News | Somoy TV.
3 S

PANAROMA

16l SJRGIFEANCSA A1) 1811 | Switzerland News | Somoy TV
- e i

15 o4




www.ebforum.eu

Report by: Julienne Mai Li, AHM Abdul Hai, Atish Chowdhury | Contact: info@ebforum.eu

78


mailto:info@ebforum.eu

